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4.9.3(d) Land Acquisition

4.10

4.10.1

4.10.2

4.10.3

i) The acquisition of adjacent lands shall be considered where the land
contains significant environmental values and/or establishes a buffer
for the sensitive lands or reduces environmental impacts in the
regional park.

Park Use Zones

A system of park use zones has been developed to provide a framework in which
to manage the Nanaimo River Regional Park and outlines the types and levels of
use appropriate throughout the park. The establishment of the park zones is
guided by a vision of preservation and enhancement of the environmentally
sensitive features in the park, as well as providing passive recreational
opportunities on the north side of the river. The zones are also intended to assist
in reducing existing and potential conflicts between uses and activities.

The park has been divided into three management zones that correspond to the
overall vision of the park to protect and enhance the environmentally sensitive
features. The location of each zone is shown on Map No. 4.2.

Natural Environment Zone

The objective of this zone is to provide passive and low impact recreational
opportunities in areas that have previously been disturbed and to protect natural
values of those areas that have experienced some disturbance. The types of
activities permitted shall have a low to moderate impact on the natural
environment and are intended to be dispersed over a large area and include
walking, fishing. swimming, picnicking, and horseback riding. Development will
be limited to trails, signage (safety, information and interpretation), fencing, and
temporary facilities for research or management.

Conservation Zone

The objective of this zone is to protect and enhance the environmentally sensitive
features, as well as fish and wildlife habitat. Conservation values take precedence
over human use. This zone includes the portion of the park south of the river.
The only development that may be considered for this zone is enhancement works
and signage.

Infrastructure Zone

The objective of this zone is to recognize existing infrastructure, for example the
Harmac “Operational Works™ and, to locate necessary park structures where
natural values are minimal as these uses tend to result in considerable landscape
modification. Development may include information kiosk, park buildings for
example washrooms, picnic shelters, storage areas, and parking areas.
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Appendix I — Administrative/Capital Plan and Development Projects

A. Administrative/Capital Plan

This section outlines the administrative activities that the RDN and 7LC will undertake
within the five-year period of this plan. These activities are necessary for the ongoing
operations of the Park and are outlined in Table No. 1.

This section also details the capital projects that are proposed to be undertaken in the next
five years. Table No. 2 prioritizes the actions for years 1 to 5. The focus of the works is
to establish rudimentary services. The lack of on site staff and the primary objective to
conserve the environmental values limits what can and is desired to be undertaken at the
park. The administrative activities and development actions are derived from the policies
set out in Section 4 of this Plan.

The RDN will be responsible for undertaking any development projects at the park and
intends to undertake the works according to the defined priority list. The RDN may
undertake development projects in addition to those outlined in this plan. On the list
below the agency responsible is identified in brackets. The ability to do the works is
dependent upon adequate resources. As well, priorities may be modified as a result of
emergencies and unforeseen opportunities.

Funding for both these development projects and administrative activities will be from
the general regional parks budget. However it is possible that development funding may
be augmented by project sponsorship, partnerships, and commercial contributions, for
example.

B. Development Projects and Administrative Activities

1. Access
a) Ascertain who has keys to the park gates and maintain up to date list. (RDN)
b) Define authorized personnel permitted to access south side of river and
vehicular access to park. (RDN and TLC)
¢) Install park identification signage at access points, vulnerable area, and
property boundary signage to limit trespassing onto adjacent private land.
(RDN)

2. Public Safety
a) Prepare a fire safety and water safety plan and method to communicate it to
park visitors. (RDN)
b) Install signage identifying potential hazards, “No Trespass” on Harmac’s
“Operational Works” and emergency numbers. (RDN)
¢) Undertake annual hazard tree assessment adjacent to trails and developed
public use areas in the Park. (RDN)






8. Cooperation

a)

b)

¢)

d)
e)

Together with 7LC, develop a consultation mechanism with other
stakeholders including adjacent property owners, chargeholders, etc. (RDN
and TLC)

Develop a formal agreement with the Nanaimo River Salmonid Enhancement
Program, in consultation with Harmac. (RDN)

Secure a lease agreement with the Ministry of Forests for their research plots.
(RDN)

Review potential for acquiring adjacent lands. (RDN)

Secure license agreement with Ministry of Transportation for the trail
encroachment. (RDN)









Appendix II — Glossary of Acronyms

ALR - Agricultural Land Reserve
ALC — Agricultural Land Commission

DFO — Federal Fisheries and Oceans

MELP — Ministry of Environment, Land and Parks
MOF — Ministry of Forests

MOT — Ministry of Transportation

MWLAP — Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection
NRRP — Nanaimo River Regional Park

RDN - Regional District of Nanaimo

TLC — The Land Conservancy of BC



