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FOREWARD

The idea to gather some of the history of Moorecroft into book form has been in the
back of my mind for many years and I decided if I was ever going to do it, I’d better
make it now. I was inspired by the time line which the late Joe Wallace had kept over the
earlier years and which I have attempted to carry on since the mid 1990s; and by the bits
and pieces of paper that have accumulated over the years and in various places. It has
been my privilege to have had access to and compile some of these into this book for the
enjoyment of what I hope will be many. Some of the information is repeated since there
have been different sources of information, each contains some different information and
I wanted to leave them in their original form. Sometimes years and amounts of money on
the time line may not agree with information in the different write ups but I have left
them as I have found them in the various places.

I would like to thank all those who have so kindly sent in their memories and
wonderful pictures to share; Brent Barker for permission to use the beautiful Moorecroft
logo he created in 1994, on the front cover. Thank you to my husband Phil, for
permission to use his lovely painting of Vesper Point on the back cover, and for all his
patience throughout my years associated with Moorecroft.

I would also like to acknowledge the many people who have made Moorecroft their
“Labour of Love” in so many ways and for so many years, without you the camp would
not exist.

This book is dedicated to my grandchildren; Tobin, Kylie, Jaden, Haylee, Devan and
Desmond, in the hopes that they will enjoy Moorecroft as much as their parents and
grandparents have.

Marilyn Huffman



MOORECROFT

The Moorecroft dream was originally that of Miss Gertrude Moore who founded the
camp in 1934 and operated it continuously for twenty years. In a report on its beginnings
Rev. Robert Moses states that “Miss Moore was born in Toronto, she served as a director
for the T. Eaton Company there until 1927, when she came west to become a physical
education director at the Vancouver Y.M.C.A. From 1935 until 1945 she was in charge of
womens physical education at the University of B.C. Miss Moore opened her own camp
for girls near Nanoose Bay on Vancouver Island in 1934, the camp was named
Moorecroft after her own familys homestead in Ontario. In 1939 Miss Moore was
instrumental in forming the B.C. Camping Association, a branch of the Canadian
Association. “At the end of the 1954 camping season, with her health beginning to fail
and the camp getting larger every year, Miss Moore called on Rev. Moses to discuss the
future of her property. So it was that Moorecroft was purchased by the United Church
(B.C. Conference) Camping Society in November 1955. Over the past years the camp has
grown. Nine new buildings have been added and some of them winterized. New boats, a
bus, a new van and truck have been acquired with a large storage shed built to house them.
The largest change has been the additional purchase of 15 acres of property bordering
the upper playing field. The next big project is to build a permanent pool in the bay to
facilitate all day swimming,

From Moorecroft files. Origin unknown

Note: The swimming pool was never built



CHAPTER 1

OVER THE YEARS

THE SALUTATION OF THE DAWN

Listen to the salutation of the dawn
Look to this day,
For it 1s life, the very life of life,
In its brief course lie all the verities
realities of our existence,
The bliss of growth,
The glory of action,
The splendour of beauty
For yesterday is but a dream, and tomorrow
is only a vision
But today well lived, makes every yesterday
A dream of happiness
And every tomorrow a vision of hope,
Look well therefore, to this day.
Such is the salutation to the dawn.

Author Unknown



INFORMATION REGARDING THE BEGINNINGS OF MOORECROFT UNITED CHURCH CAMP
By Rev. Robert Moses

Shortly after I came to St. Andrew's United Church at Nanaimo, I had two visitors
from Moorecroft Camp, Misses Ann Fountain, a former Girl's Work Secretary for the United
Church in B.C., and Miss Aleeta Kerr, a school teacher, and former member of Grandview
United Church. They were leaders at the camp, and were looking for some of the United
Church material for the conduct of Camps. During our conversation, I learned a little
about Miss Gertrude Moore, the owner of the Camp, and the type of people she usually en-
gaged to run the programmes. (This was in 1949.)

Miss Gertrude Moore was born in Toronto. £he served as Director for T. Eaton Company
there until 1927, when she came West to becomie physical education director at the Vancouver
Y.W.C.A. TFrom 1935 until 1945 she was in charge of women's physical education at the
University of British Columbia. She opened her own camp for girls near Nanoose Bay on
Vancouver Island im 1934. The Camp was named Moorecroft, after her own family's homestead
in Ontario. 1In 1939 Miss Moore was instrumental in forming the B.C. Camping Association,

a branch of the Canadian Association.

After the camping season in 1954, Miss Moore called at the Manse in Nanaimo in order
that she might discuss with me the future of Moorecroft. Her health was failing somewhat,
and the camp was getting larger. She felt that it would not be possible to carry on for
many more years. The United Church programme appealed to her. Also, she had a sentimental
attachment to it, because her uncle, the Rev. T. Albert Moore, was one of its earliest
Moderators. How could it_be presented to the church so that the purchase could become a
possibility?

™e Victoria Presbytery met at Alberni on October ? and 8, 1954. T presented Miss
Yicera's request, and told a little about the camp and its possibilities, and moved that we
rescrmed to the Conference Camp Committee that we investigate the possibility of the pur-
chase of Moorecroft Camp for the use of the United Church of Canada. This was agreced to,
and ferwarded for consideration.

During the next few months, a number of us visited the camp and did quite a 1<i*7-
investigating. The site contained 75 acres; the buildings, trails, timber, swimming
facilities, boats, etc. We came to the conclusion that an offer of $#35,000.00 might be
made. Among those visiting at that time. were Dr. W. S. Taylor, Rev. Alan Crewe, Rev.Rupert
Evans, L.B.Henn. Later the Rev. Bill Selder and the Rev. Bert. Love came, and reported
back to the Conference Camp Committee. Finally, $50,000.00 was offered and accepted by
Miss Moore. -

Some question arose about the roads into the Camp, and I 'was delegated to visit the
Minister of Highways, Mr. Philip A. Gaglardi, in Victoria, to ask for the continuation and
completion of the roads into the camp. To this Mr. Gaglardi agreed. (February 14, 1956)

On February 24, 1956, a progress report was given to Presbytery.

During the same month. Selective logging had been done, trees had been taken out, and
the road was churned up very badly. Somehow Miss Moore heard of this. She had a clause
in the agreement that no trees should be removed without her written permission. Mias
Laura Butler, who knew Miss Moore, and I had the doubtful pleasure of pouring oil on
troubled waters at Miss Moore's home in Victoria and thus save a court case.

Farly in May, 1956, along with Alan Crewe: ‘we discussed the necessity of forming a
Board of Directors.” This was done. "The first meeting I have recorded took place at the
Manse at Haliburton Street, Napaimo, on June 7, 1956. Jack Fisher was appointed Secretary.
Y became the Chairman. From this date on, the Board met regularly. We owe a debt.of
gratitude to every one of the members of the Board, especially to Dennit Bryson who was
able to get for us so much from the disposal of the construction unit of the McMillan Pulp
Mill at Alberni. The first Board was made up of Dr. Jack Ficher who later bought the
neighboring property of Kontiki, Bruce Coleman who looked after the food, etc., Larry Lersen
Alan Crewe, Dennit Bryson, Robert Moses.

The men and women of the Presbytery came through valiantly. Once we had 12 power saws
and around fifty people at a work bee. It was hard work, good fun, fellowship,and a worthy
accomplishment. ) R .-

Keep up the good work. There are even better things in the future.

(signed) .Robf; Moses (19572)
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Moorecroft History as taken from Camp Committee Minutes

.1932 Miss Moore establishes girls camp

1949 Anne Foutain,Aleeta Kerr, leaders at Moorecroft approach

Rev Bob Moses for United Church leadership material

1954 Miss Moore contacted Rev Bob Moses to discuss the
future of Moorecroft as her health was failing
October 7,8 Fall Presbytery met in Alberni - Vision and

possibility of purchase of camp presented. Site inspected

over next few months. 75 acres. Offer of $ 50,000 accepted

by Miss Moore

1956 P.A. Gaglardi, Minister of Highways agrees to extend
Stewart Rd. into Moorecroft

Feb. 24 Progress report made to presbytery. Selective
logging occurred - Miss Moore threatened to take legal
action. Differences resolved

May Camp Committee meets at St. Andrews Nanaimo. Dennet
Bryson Bob Moses Alan Crewe Jack Fisher Bruce Coleman
Larry Larson

Dennet Bryson oversees development. Dining hall No 1

Spash house Caretakers, moved from Port Alberni

1967 camp arranges to lease lot# 249 for $ 100.00

Camp use seasonal, last person_out please lock the gate
1968 Moorecroft operates under C.O.M. committée)Art Skipsey
elected chairman Gwen Johnston secretary

Janﬁary Bids made on two boats, $100.00, $150D O Trangzrtation
fee 50¢ Overnight fee 75¢ Registration fee for camp booking
$10.00

May First phase of dyke built-$991.00 $300,000 insurance
premium for three years- $114.00 Walkin Cooler installed-$700.00
Nov. Mr G Slees staying Caretakers under contract Profit
from summer operation $3,528.70 on receipts of $11,091.60

1969 Camp seeks truck for camp use

October Permission .given to scout group to install cableway
across Arab Cove

March Qualicum Builders Supply Donates 1959 Pontiac

panel truck Committee decided to tear down old buildings

near the playing field, but to keep the log building




1969

May A contract for $8,100.00 awarded for the construction
of the #§ 2 Splash House

September A successful summer, 60 less campers, Staff
costs up $1252over 1968, New freezer purchased, $248.00
Summer profit $1900.00 450 campers 89 leaders. Whaler
being repaired before being put into service Motor needed
October Two sub~committees proposed Leadership and management
1970

January Moved that the Moorecroft Camp Committee assume
responsibility for the total operation of the camp( Withdraw
from the C.0.M. committee)

March Between 40 and fifty attended the monthly work

party

September An old school bus was purchased for $125.00

An outboard motor was purchased for $400.00 M/S That

we move the Green Room from the playing field to "Skid

Road"

- 1971

January Barry Forbes is rebuilding the engine for the

bus ( Esmarelda )

April The meeting opened with a few minutes silence in

memory of Rev. Harold Kenedy who passsed away on April

7th Bob Coates was appointed treasurer

June 9 A meeting was held to discuss winterizing some

buildings

September Jessie Oliver took over the leadership position

from Fro Affleck Summer proffit $1500.00 J Cochrane

asked to be replaced as maintenance chairman. San-Dis

given garbage collection contract. Rev Bob Moses asked

to write a history of the camp _
1972

January Mr Ted Waring gave a report on the planned winterization
of the Dining Hall, #1 Splash House, Directors. First

Aid, Lodge, Caretakers, Green Room and preparation for

the Tent and Trailer 'site



1972

February There are good spring bookings for school groups
Leadership training scheduled for June 2,3,4.

March Six new tirs purchased for the bus, $344.00 Workers
hired for winterization program under "Local Initiatives
Program

April A joint meeting with Camp Pringle at Brechin church.
A meeting was held with Camp Columbia {(Anglican ) to explore
integration of programs

May Receipts for camps and deposits amount to $1155.88
Daisy Moon, Cape Mudge, appointed cook Camp committee

to pay a monthly salary to the caretaker

1976

March Fro Affleck takes over as chairman. A Presbytery
committee with representation from Moorecroft has been
formed to deal with land purchases. An agreement with

Mr Pitt Clayton for land next to the 'playing field has
been drawn up. A guestionaire is being circulated throughtout
Presbytery to seek views on the future of Moorecroft.

May Pagdin reported on the leadership weekend to be held
May 13-15

June In response to enquiries by Jim Robertson, McMillan
and Bloedel, Chemainus Division has donated a truck. (

Big Mac ). Fireplace Irons from Miss Moores home in Ontario
have been brought to camp, to be put in Miss Moores cottage
October A garage has been erected by the Pack Camp Re-union
more shakes are needed

November The land purchase is to completed by December

It isd agreed to pay the manager $100.00 per month during
the winter

1977

September Property fund has repaid $28,000 in loans.

A cheque for $35,000 has been paid to R. Schoffield, lawyer

to finalize the purchHase of the property. "Summer registration
342 Mae Pagdin was thanked for the excellent leadership

for the summer program.



1977

October Property donations: Lower mainland $165.00 Port
Alberni $2,078.20 Nanaimo $1714.00 Courtnay-Comox $1755.75
Campbell River $923.45 Chemanus-Ladysmith $4,990.00
Parksville $3,242.00 Qualicum $2,245.00 Powell River
$196.00. Purchase of stainless steel billies and nylon

flys for Pack Camp authorized Suggested members take

home a paddleboard to repair

November Camping feeto be raised to $44.00. A block

of time to be sought at Presbytery to discuss present

and future programs

1978

February M/S That we sell the two antique organs in the
dining hall. Agreed that we purchase $200.00 worth of
sand for the beach. Thanks were expressed to Art Skipsey
for constructing two, chairs and two chesterfields for
Directors

September A letter was sent to the Qualicum Indian Band
for salmon donated for the barbegue. Summer registration
375 Leaders 87 Meals served 12,737 Clement and family
from Nigeria added a special element to the summer

1979

October Jim Percy takes on duties of chairman Thanks
sent to C. Kenedy, Cora Skipsey, H. Reece Heather and
Susan Scott, for their work catering to the Presbytery
weekend
1981

A new bus was purchased from S.D. 68 for $2,860.00 A
fibreglass sabot was purchased for $350.00 Open house-
free camping weekend May 15-17 Seafood dinner, souper
supper $2.50 for adults $1.00 for children Conference
requests payment of taxes paid on our behalf

1982 .
Joe Wallace takes on duties as chairman

October Waterline across playfield is to be moved.

Long range planning to study year-round camping co-ordinator

/0



MOORECROFT

A brief history

Moorecroft began as a girls' camp, a sort of "finishing school™”

for girls, in 1934. It was started by Miss Gertrude Moore

during the time she was physical education director at the

Vancouver YWCA and named after her family home in Ontario.

In 1954, when she was in failing health, she approached a minister
of the United Church, the Rev. Bob Moses, to explore the possibility
of the Church purchasing the property and operating Moorecroft

as a church camp. The purchase was completed in 1956 at a cost

of $50,000.00.

Development was undertaken by a small committee assisted by

a great number of volunteers from congregations of the presbytery.
Dennit Bryson arranged for buildings, surplus after the pulpmill
construction finished at Port Alberni, to be moved on site.
Leadership and programs were assisted and directed from the

joint camp committee on the mainland. This changed in 1970,

when our presbytery took over full responsibility for operating
Moorecroft.

Rapid change and growth brought winterizationof key buildings,

a full time resident caretaker and yearliong use, addition of
camp vehicles (including a bus) and ongoing leadership training.
Growth of nearby residential areas led to the purchase in 1976,
of fourteen addition acres for a buffer zone.

W Application by the Rev. Gearge Afflick for a block grant from
Conference to provide a full time leadership person was turned
down in 1972. Conference thought it was such a good idea that
all camps would want one. This led to a series of four Long
Range Planning Committees which have brought us to this current
plan and appeal.

The challenge, the hope and the future we share with you.

Psv th= Mo oreceB T

////1 ;s weas done

. L e —
26070 7 7O

I



MOORECROFT TIMELINE

PRE-UNITED CHURCH

Gertrude Moore was Toronto Director of T. Eaton Company until 1927
Was P.E. Director at U.B.C. from 1935-1945
1934: opened camp for girls at Nanoose Bay and named it after the family homestead in Ontario
1939: was instrumental in forming the B.C. camping Association
1954: larger camps, and in failing health, called on Rev. Moses to discuss the fuiture of the camp
United Church program appealed to Miss Moore
( Miss Moores Uncle the Rev. T. Albert Moore, a former leader of a Congregational Church was one
of the earliest Moderators of the United Church )
Oct. 7 & 8 The Alberni-Victoria Presbytery heard presentation and agreed to consider
Later offered $ 35,000.00 for 75 acres, negotiated offer of $ 50,000.00 finally accepted

UNITED CHURCH CAMP

1955: Actual purchase in November by United Church (B.C. Conference) Camping Society
1956: Visit to Phil Gaglardi in Victoria, he agreed to extend and complete roads into camp
June 7- First Board of Directors met at United Church Manse on Haliburton street in Nanaimo
Chairperson - R. Moses
Secretary - Jack Fisher
Members - Dennit Bryson Bruce Coleman
Allen Crew Larry Larson

Selective logging - road churmned - clause that no trees be removed without Miss Moores written
Permission ( altho this was an apparently an understanding no written confirtnation of this has been
found )

Rev. Moses and Laura Butler went to Victoria to calm Miss Moore down and prevent a court case

1960: Cultus Lake, Ocean Park , Moorecroft, (COM ) coordination of programs, training etc.
1961: Standard Practice Manual compiled
1962: 38th Conference Commission to study Church camping in B.C.
1964: 40th Conference Commission Reported, Camps assigned to Presbyteries

Moorecroft Total income approximately $11,000.00; largest camp was 80; 96 leaders over the

summer

Leadership Problems

Directors Cabin was built

Presbyterian Camp used facilities in August

Rev. Harold Wingfield on Camp Committee
1965: First Camping Conference Recommend Full Time Secretary; paid Leadership where required
1966: 7 Leaders hired for 6 weeks and sent to camps where required
1967: Camp Fees: 7 days $ 20.00; 8 days $22.00; 9 days $ 24.00

United Church Report on Camping

| &



1967-68: C.0.M. Committee: Cultus Lake, Ocean Park and Moorecroft, combined committee to oversee

1968:

1969:

1970:

1971:

1972:

1973:

the three camps

Camps, locations, dates, leadership training, capital improvements, publicity and brochures
( camps were talking about the same problems we are talking about today (1993))

Harold and Catherine Kennedy hired

1st phase of dyke extension built at cost of $ 991.00

Preparation of site for Splash House # 2

Walk in cooler installed

Qualicum Builders Supply donates 1959 Pontiac panel truck

Old buildings near playing field torn down, log building retained

Wages: Manager and Cook- $ 50.00; Asst. Cook- $31.00; Jr. Asst. Cook- $25.00; Groundsman-
Groundsman $27.00, Waterfront Director- $27.00

Scouts build cableway across Arab Cove

Splash House # 2 behind cabins 8 and 9 built at cost of $ 8,100.00

Miss Moore dies at age 75

450 campers ( down 60 ), 89 leaders

Moorecroft withdraws from C.0.M., creates own programs etc.

40 - 50 people attending work parties

Old school Bus purchased for $ 125.00, Outboard moter for $ 400.00

Harold Kennedys death April 7th, Catherine carries on

Plans for winterizing buildings

Leader in Training programs
Aquire Dining Hall, Nurses Cabin, Lodge, Caretakers house, Splash House # 1, Green Room, and
Directors Cabin

Recommend full time Director, ordained

1974-75: New camps: Sailing, Pack, Sr. Boys, Sr. Girls

1976:

1977:

1980:

1981:

1982:

Presbytery Committee along with Camp Reps look into purchase of 14 acres next to playing field,
Agreement drawn up and questionaire circulated through Presbytery seeking views on future of the
camp
Decision to purchase land completed by december
McMillan Bloedel Chemainus Division donate truck ( Big Mac )
Purchase 14 acres - Square meter - $ 5.00
Salmon Barbecue raises $ 124.00
Property Fund repays $ 28,000.00 on loans. $ 35,000 paid to finalize sale
Music Camp attracts 100 campers, total summer registration 342

Camping fees raised to $ 44.00

Change from Salmon Barbecue to "Souper Supper”

Long Range Planning Committee formed

Liability Insurance increase 63 %

Bus bought from S.D.# 68 for $ 2,860.00

Jim Yardley Report - 11 campsites. Current market value, exclusive of buildings, lies between
$6,824.00 and $ 8,849.00. Kwomais and Moorecroft sites are most valuable and together represent
60% of the total value of all camp properties

Waterfront Lease renewed

Conference requests payment of taxes paid on our behalf

Fibreglass sabot purchased, $ 350.00

Float built;

Keenagers Camp started; Senior Girls camp cancelled

Cabin sponsors and maintainance

Statement of Purpose written

/3



Statement of Purpose written
1983: Cabin # 2 built fiinded by Ladysmith Chemainus
Cabin # 3 winterized by Comox
Reunion of Directors and Leaders, 44 persons attend.
Coordinator hired for four months at $ 1000.00/month plus housing
Camp fees $ 80.00
65 youth at Work Weekend
33 Leaders and Resource persons at Leaders in Training
258 summer campers
Remission of 1983 taxes approved
1984: Assessment $ 1,065,000.00
Dr. Bob McClure speaks at Long Range Planning committee event
Camp fees $ 85.00
85 youth and leaders at Work Weekend, 11 at LIT, 240 persons at Open House
Cabin #1built funded by Brechin
B.C. Camping Association Accreditation

s CHRAS® LRADING S enl SonGe il Kenngoy LooGe QT T weskanp
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1985:

Cabin # 3 replaced by Comox congregation

1985 or 6: Fees raised to $ 96.00

1986:

1987:

1988:

1989:

1990:

1991:

1992:

1993:

1994:

258 persons attend Open House
B.C. Conference renegotiates for 30 year Foreshore Lease to 2016
B.C.Camping Association Accreditation process started
Adventure Playground built
Pack Camp cancelled
30 year Foreshore Lease paid
BCCA 1 year Interim Accreditation
Reunion
Garage Sale
LR Planning Committee proposes full time Director
Project 2000 proposed
Dining Hall named Stringer Hall in Memory of Dave Stringer
Catherine Kennedy retires, Dianne and Les Caswell hired as caretakers
Cabin 7 built by Brechin Church congregation
Blue Bus sold
Overdraft
Jacoba and Glen Kawahara hired as Caretakers
Assessed at $ 1,421.000.00
BCCA 3 year Accreditation
Wheel Chair ramp ( dining hall ) built by Chemainus congregation
Miss Moores cabin refurbished by St. Andrews, Port Alberni congregation.
Entrance sign built and erected
310 summer campers, 23 precampers
Cabins # 1 and 2 winterized by Chemainus
257 summer campers, 22 precampers
Chemainus congregations funds winterizing of cabins 1 and 2
National camping conference
BC Camping Conference
Camp Committee Fall Retreat
Volunteer staff training Program
Cabin # 8 built by Trinity Congregation
Skipsey Lake built and stocked with trout
New workshop built
Committee System
Young Adult Camp and Pack Camp started
261 summer campers, 33 precampers
Camp Policy and Procedures Manual revised
Malaspina Forestry students inventory timber
Bought 5 new rowboats, another boat donated, 2 clinkers repaired
Copy machine donated by Brechin church
55 vinyl mattress covers purchased with funds from Ucw's and other groups
LIT summer training
Int. Boys and Int. Girls camps combined to Co-ed
Jr. Co-ed started
351 summer campers, 9 precampers
Work started on Splash House # 2
Fall Craft Retreat started
Visioning retreat held
Assessed at $ 1,821,000.00 ( Including buildings at $ 118,000.00)
Cabin # 3 winterized by Comox congregation
Kennedy Lodge and Splash House # 2 upgraded



1994:

1995:

1996:

1997:

1998:

1999:

2000:

2001:

Kennedy Lodge and Splash House # 2 upgraded
Spring Craft Retreat started
Novice Camp started
Leadership Training Exchange event at Naramata
Moorecroft Cards for sale, art work by Margaret Adams
BCCA 3year accreditation
Joint Visioning Committee with Presbytery formed
341 summer campers, 39 precampers
Designated Donation Fund started
Jacoba and Glen Kawahara leave
Sue Luoma interim Caretaker/Coordinator
Roger Bleakley Dedication Service of Kennedy Lodge fireplace
Moorecroft 2000 Fund started
Host October Presbytery
425 summer campers, 29 precampers
Executive Director position established, Heather Dunn-Kinsmen hired
$ 42,000 Net from sale of logged timber
Summer camper numbers unavailable
Operational Planning workshop held
Septic field for Directors and First Aid cabins replaced to meet code standards
Pastoral Oversight visit
Archaeology dig
Collection of UPC'S started for campership fundraiser
Accreditation
Grandma Hoopers playground rebuilt
Gerry Larsen hired as caretaker
312 summer campers- unconfirmed, 30 pre-campers
Moorecroft Camp Commitee moves to MOORECROFT CAMP MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
format
New fireplace built in Miss Moores cabin
Roof replacement on Stringer Hall, Kennedy Lodge, Office, and old porch (Rotary funds and labour)
Jerryann Hamilton hired as Office worker 4 hrs/day, 4days/week
346 summer campers, 13 precampers
Consultant Ron Maines hired to do Longe Range Planning Study, funded by B.C. Conference
Kitchen hot water tank replaced
Roof replacement on 3A, Fern Cottage, Splashhouse # 1 and furnace room
Trolley line deemed unsafe and taken down, not replaced
Former Caretaker Mrs Kennedy died October 30
Charily Bazaar at Woodgrove
New floor in Craft Hut
Some cabins repainted
Plywood placed on all bunkbeds
269 summer campers- unconfirmed, 18 precampers
Moorecroft 2000 Fund Created
Kilometer of Coins fundraiser started for waterfront and sports equipment
Policy Manual revised
Executive Director Stewart Tracey hired
New Position - Office Staff Person; Valerie Johnstone hired
Kitchen renovated, rented dishwasher installed, new refrigerator, stoves reconditioned
Market Study and Feasibility Study completed
December Turkey Dinner Fundraiser held
Chocolate Bar sales fundraiser started
210 summer campers- unconfirmed, precampers unknown; no Family Camp held
Presbytery forgives $ 1000.00 loan
Blowdown timber milled
Pastoral Oversight visit
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2002:

2003:

2004:

2005:

New beds in staff rooms, Miss Moores, Directors, Coordinators, First Aid, and Caretakers house.

Dining Hall painted inside

Shawn Dobson hired as Asst. Executive Director

Fun Fair held

Hole in One Golf Tourmament held

Stewart Tracey left, Shawn Dobson hired as General Manager

Estate Bequest

Upgrade and repair of electrical distribution system

Frisbee course added

2 year accreditation

Strategic Planning meeting held

Estimated number of campers 325 unconfirmed; no Family Camp held

Long Range Plan presented at Presbytery and approved in principle; presented to Conference

Executive and turned down

Large deficit at year end resulted in termination of all staff.

$ 3,718.00 loan from Presbytery to pay staff severence

258 summer campers ( may not include 27 people at Family Camp )

February 10 Moorecroft Camp registered as a non-profit Society and Board of Directors formed

Board members: E . Patricia Crehan, David L. Courtice, Barbara E. MacDonald, A.L.Bertha Abma

and Joan M Ryan

Presbytery appoint Marilyn Huffman as Liason person to the Board

Accreditation Pending

Fred Smith hired as Camp Manager

Some lumber sales

207 summer campers, including unknown number of precampers; no Family Camp held

Presbytery loan repaid

New range hood and Fire Suppression system installed, one stove replaced with large multi rack

oven

Roof'relaced on caretakers house and inside painted

Cabin # 3 repainted inside and out by Powell River congregation

Cabin # 4 repainted outside by Campbell River congregation

Stringer Hall exterior upgraded with painted cedar siding started by Carol Bieber and Volunteers

Haida Kristianson Camp Manager

Office position begun again, Amar Grewal

New position - Program Manager Katrina Mallon

Caretakers Ward and Melanie Norcutt hired

1 year Provisional accreditation BCCA

First time United Church Accreditation process, Provisional accreditation

B.C. Conference contracts with Derek Evans to assess all B.C. United Church camps

and make recommendationsfor the future of outdoor ministry in the “Camping Futures Report”

Presbytery appoints Wilda Cottam Spiritual Advisor to the Board

257 summer campers including unknown number of precampers

Derek Evans Report recommends closure and sale of Moorecroft camp

Presbytery appoints Supervisors to work with Moorecroft Board for 2005 season

Lorrie Curwood hired as Camp Manager

Joanna Dudley Officeworker

Program Manager Sonja Bay

Caretakers, Melanie and ward Norcutt leave, Catherine and Brad Callawaert hired

Tree swing tree removed due to safety issues

Grandma Hoopers playground equipment upgraded, some removed

“ Camping Futures Report” discussions ongoing

Conference requires Presbytery to appoint Spiritual, Financial, Personnel, and Physical Plant
supervisors for the summer program
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2006:

2007:

2008:

Wilda Cottam resigned as Spiritual Advisor to the Board, Christine Welch appointed
Minor upgrades to Splash Houses and Playground area

Presbytery extends a maximum $ 10,000 Line of Credit for Nov.1 2005 to May 31, 2006
Friends of Moorecroft-Reconstruction committee approved as a sub committee of the Board
New Mission Statement: Moorecroft seeks to be inclusive of all in our mission to serve God,
Church and community; to promote spiritual growth and foster faith; to provide leadership and
fellowship in a safe haven.
United Church Accreditation 1 year Provisional

Mooreccroft Alumni list compiled

Cabin 10 floor rebuilt, boat dock and ramp repaired, deck at office door repaired,

Sale of clinker boat

Open House held

164 Society members in May

United Church 1 year Accreditation

Camp Manager Lorrie Curwood

Officeworker Valerie Johnstone

Program Manager Sonja Bay

Camp Chaplain Maureen Sirett

“Camping Futures Report ““ discussions ongoing

Presbytery appoints a Negotiating Committee to meet with conference regarding the future of
Moorecroft

Silent Auction fundraiser

Moorecroft supporters take part in “ The Great Walk “ fundraiser

BCCA 1 year Accreditation

United church 1 year Accreditation

Family Camp held

Camp Manager Carla Flegel

Officeworker Valerie Johnstone

Program Manager Bronwyn McNeill

Moorecroft Supporters Rally held

Presbytery fall session supports “in principle” sale of camp property — with conditions attached

Presbytery spring session sends negotiating committee back to the table with BC Conference for
Further planning. Motion to sell north (waterfront) lot and retain south lot, with Conference to
Relinquish title defeated 55-7 at fall session of Presbytery. Joint committee with Presbytery folks
and persons from the Moorecroft Camp Society Board to come up with a new plan.

Camp Manager Chuck Jensen

Officeworker Alyson Lanfear

Program Manager Jessica Paquette

Silent Auction fundraiser

Camp Chaplain Maureen Sirett

“Mothers and Others “ camp introduced

BCCA 1 year provisional Accreditation
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HOCRECROFT CAHMP L9760

ONCE YOU HAVE BEEN A CAMPER;

THEN SOMETHING HAS COME TO STAY
DEEP IN YOUR HELRT FOREVER
WHiICH NOTHING CAN TAKE AWAY;

AND HEAVEN CAN ONLY BE HEAVEN

WITH A CAMp IN WHICH TO PLAY.
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1974 (.75 CRADER WO

1. Powdered milk  2/50 20.45 (23,663 16741
2. Bulk cheese 15 1b 19.66 24 97 583302
3. Ilushroom soup 2/48 11.86 12.39 129072
4. Tomato soup 2/48 8.18 9.85 129098
5. Tomato juice 2/48 6.36 7.91 100930
6. Tomatoes canned 5,08 10.72 112151
7. Tomato paste 27.50 19.10 (D) 111112
8. Creamed corn 10.09 14.21 111476
9. <fancake mix 2/50 14.13 16.31 075580
10. *lour 2/100 9.75 9.95: 079350 X
11. Baking powder - 1/5 2.97 3.77 260729
12. White sugay .- 2-6/10 to be supplied for 1975
13, Oatmesl 4.64 5.33 045203
14. Rice 1/25 9.91 8.58 (D) 026765
15. Haceroni 1/20 6.05 7.05 025106
16. Spaghetti 1/20 6.05 7.05 025080
17. Puffed wheat 6/20 0420%&
18. Graham wafers 6.57 8.38 034199
19.- Crackers 6.57 8.38 034066
20, #pple sauce 9.21 12.39 092437
21, Solid pack apples 11.89 12.08 092528
22. Fruit salad 9.98 15.73 093344
2%, *eaches 10.04 14.50 093690
24 . pPineapple 8.71 15.08 094383
25. Plums B.T72 13.20 094565
26. Grapefuit juice 2/48s 6.22 7.19 097071
27. Hot dog relish 5.72 7.61 005140
28. ramburger relish 5.93 8.78 005132
29, Mustsrd o 1.51 » 84 368282
30, Jsm 1/30 12.22 1@. 141531
31, Peanut butter 6/64 14.98 17.03 152835
32. Cocoanut 1/10 6.68 8,78 254854
33 Blueberry pie fill 10.59 11.16 139063
34, Cherry pie fill 13.%5 14.32 139071
35. Marshmallows- 426577
36. Tuna fish 18.57 25.04 11806
37. Split peas  1/10 21740
38, Kidney beans 1/10 216820
39. White beans 1/10 016873
40.faper towels 30 rolls 18.44 22,13 602045
dayexdavex 6/128 4,31 4.90 179531
42, Tide 8/80 18.16 19.78- 193326
43, 1iq. Deter. 8/64 8.82 10.51 193433
44, Brooms 6 12.11 14,33 611657
45, Pine 0Oil 4.g8l 12.36 14.21 180760
46. Chore girl 36 184069
47. Noodles 024927
48, Toilet paper 21,30 23.6% 600122
49. Brown suggr 1/100 34,82  27.3 081562

50 1bs Carrots, bulk pack
1 case lettuce
1l case cabbage
1l case celery _
25 1bs onions
5 100 1b sacks potatoes, {Calif White)
£ Cheese mlices 4/5 - 5.10 5.98 580811
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SHOPPING LiIST
ICE 1976
~ BAKING GOODS
#% - 100 1b. bags Robin Hood flowr =/ NIV A
100 1bs bulk pancake mix ?3_;/_ R 5¢ s OF
160 1b. yellow (brown) sugar 23.¢0 2oy 163
100 1b. white sugar 23 o ox FGE
5 ibs, Magle Baking Pewdex (tin) 2« a3
12 .1by: datés {buik)’ S /v 57 -
12 1b, raisins (bulk) . EZZ 222 83 - Gl
CANNED GOODS
21 case (48 - 6oz+) Bye the Sea tuna - v 55¢ (24.00)
2 cases Mushreom soup (12 - 480z.) e g o Pes BSG [ b5E o
2 cases Tomato soup {12 - 48oz.) _ e s /356 Yr
2 cases (12 - 480z.) Heinz tomato juice ‘ “
1 case creamed coxn (6 - 10002:)
1 gase tomatoes (6 ~ 1000z.)
1 ¢ase tomato paste (6 - 100 vz.) _
o 3-208ib. can bulk bluebexry pie filling
1-25Ib. ¢an Bulk chexzy pie #1lling i
1 case (6 - 100 pz.) applesauce
1 case w blue piums .
1 case h solid pack apples
1 tase " 2-frult salad
2 cases n peaches -
1 case " crushed pineapple q
2 ¢ases (12 - 480z) unsweetened grapefruit julce /A
CEREALS
2 - 20 1b. package Robin Hood oats /9‘5? x50 -
1 case (6 - 200z) melograin puffed wheat .3 &F 129
6 - 21b, pkg. Red River cerscal ET Y
g cage Corn Flaked {largest boxes) 395 ;0 i/8
case Rice Crispies {largest Boxes) M.§§ I % GT
CRACKERS
12 - 1 lb, pkg. saléed soda crackers G4 sav 75— O (
1 case grephan yafexs gczz (25073 - fHevcy Hag

2 &‘ij
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" Wecrecroft Camp - Shopping List

Page 2
PRICE 1976 -
DAIRY '
£”3 sases Pacific Milk (rg. size tin) f'/fm )
80 lbe bulk pack powderad milk ATy fv s fET
40 1be« medium cheddar cheese
24 lbe bulk cheese slices 2526 /2 ¢29% WERY
40 1bs shortening (bulk, tin if possible) 5. 78 Jo v 30y =17 C/ 'j;u
- N o I u
y (Dodbe ooty Dong . 3¥125

o Co

D
1 30 1b, padl apple/strawbexcy jam 24 3 (@ 243 - AEGA
1 30 1b pail peanut butter A /6 < 239 jut - KEIFT

&1 30 1b pail honey 4355
PAPER P, 1S
2 CASES (96 ROLL) toilet paper (least expensive brand) 3772 - 2 ¢ jiearenid
1 case paper towels {30 par case) _ . A OLK 3¢ Whysis
S Caac A L/Cl&wh’u\, ‘“’ﬁa;/axfz/c;v:

PASTA
1 - 20 lb. box spaghetti 2.8C aen S
1 - 20 lb, box noodles — v 198 Cariel

P S

2 - 128 9z« hot dog relish gy agse  Lagst A {7
% case (2 - 128 oz.) Heinz musiard 2k alF Bae i finTe
1 case " hamb‘-ﬂ’gar relish 22 GE - S g ady
» Case ketchup Fave? CrieiarDA.
"2'% 128 oz. vegetable oil % BGG e AT

U‘{/n.t’/?,ahf*\../

PRODUGE ¢ N

25 lbe oniens £ S0 iR g;’,e "7ﬁ e \\\ :

500 lb, potatoes (California white) ! N NV
%50 lbs carrots ,11 ) L/'v \'-._ A{zb\

1l case celery | ) e ‘} \J\

1 case lettuce ‘\ . A / B
1 case cabbage '\ \ o0 7 (\ J‘\ )
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Moorecroft Camp Shepping List

Page 3
PRICE 1976
SOAPS, ETC.
1 gagse Sunlight liguid detergent /3'5‘:’ s ,@Qfg
1 cage Tide laundry detergent (8 - 80 oz) A N I
1 cagse (6 - 128 oz) bleach B3 CxST. - Sewde
4 gals Pinesol disinfectant RLLL . 13y L
DRINKS
4~ 12 1b, coffee g (E5Y o5
2 cases (48 oz tins) apple juice ST M5 D€
[ZISCELLANECUS ./
SR ean 24"
2 cases (12 - 160z.) Angelos mapshmallows SRR s OPAFT
12 cozn brooms 3564 PG
30 1be small white beans (dried) L[5 32.. oo
jﬂ&@k(,, -4@-((.. j
TUCK SHOP ORDER
2 cases - 48 pkg. Nalleys potate chips (smallest)
4 bhoxes (1ittla pkg) Cheesies
4 boxes Planters Peanuts
6 boxes - 24 :cegulaz Nielsen Jezsey Milk Chocolate 2R ¥
Mars Bars 2K
w n Lewnay Bridge Mixture 2L
" # Glesette Peanuts P ERD
# [ 1] Q) Hanry .2 E XL‘;
HAD (keep on-hand)
Red kidney beans - 50 1b JLE2S
medium sweet cocoanut - 10 1lb, $20 o §7
long grain rice - 25 lbe GG e
yellow split peas - 10 1b. IO 0w
chore girls - 48, or 24 2's 2088 ¢y o

ey



LINES OF COMMUNICATION

-MOORECROFT CAMP

COOK
&

KITCHEN

GIRLS

a8

//%r’”y//ﬂ
rd
//, MOORECROFT
/ CAMP COMMITTEE
Z _/-’/_/4—'—‘\/ / ’/\\, - —
OUTSIDE
CONTACTS
7\\
. \/
i,p s
f Lloo~e CAMP DIRECTOR
o MANAGER | & A
1 Corordinatuc | b ogpg . ko CO-DIRECTOR | !
% 1
A . /
d P
i
L
{
CABIN -
COUNSELLOR

(Leader-in-
Training)

A
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HOORECROFT CAMP STATEMENT

SUMMER OPERATION - 1576

_ - 1975
IHCOME :
Registration $12,154.00
Casual Reals, etc. 371.05
Tuck Shop 1.,147.24
Offering 260.87

] E!?EHS?S:

“Camp Staff § 5,575.74
Food & Tuck 6,431.99
Transportation 485.50
Ho Cc 'BQ 291,20
Phone 107 .66
Light & Power 352,27

- Heat 466.01

- Qffice & Miscellaneous 110.72
First Add Supplies 63.32
Donations (0ffering} 260.87
NET INCOME $ 50.38

BANK BALANCE, Januasry 1, 1976

TRANSFERRED TO GENERAL: ACCOUNT

BANK BALANCE, December 31, 1976

. Ak

1976
$12,300.00
218.68
1,228.47

291:24  $14,038.29
$ 52542:73
5@488594
606.38
43.10
154.19
265.27
358.77
177.74
71.17

291.28  12,998.61

$ 1,039.68

691.86

$ 1,731.54

1,000.00

$ 731.54

.....
~~~~~~~~



Balance to Septe 19/77

FINANCIAL REPORT

INCOME . //4
Feas 386,00 5O 7e e g
Donstionss Sports aquipssswing set 134048 ,? Z/
Telephone refunds 16.52 %
Vehicle Ins. refunds 228400
Food sales 47,10
Tranafer fron C.U. 510400
Surmer Accte - paid expenses 3,068.81

23 391,51 2, 391,51
2,'790,68

EXPENSE§
Telephone 40,00
Hydro 233,05
Garovage 18.00
Liability Ins. 275,00
Land Leage 50,00
Rope 13.24
Migg, 11.00
Property payment 300,00
Taxes 149.92
R. Scoffield ~fees 206,88 556,80

1,295.09 1.295.09

Balance 0 Ocbte 24/77 1548559

5 AC

Purchase price 36,600.00 Gifes 18,337.81

Survey fees =approx. R 200,00 Interest 1,839.87

Expenses to date 920,00 McMo Fund 1.55000.00
39,720.00 35,177.00

Need to raise approxe $4y542.00
Have $0,500.,00 in outstanding loams but have approx $2,200.00 C.U. balance
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We Yook back 2o the 18¥8 activities at Moorecvel( with some
satisfaction and some concern, but aiso with thankfulness that
50 many paspie have investad time and talent in the programmes
held at the Camp. We feal 1t has been & centre for Christian
concern and for outreach 1nlo the areas served by our Presbytery.

QUR SUMMER PROGRAMME:
Mae Paygdin, oue leadership committes chairman repcris:
8 camps:

- 71 leaders
~ & 1zaders-in-traiaing
«300G campers.

The 1 rahip weekend was most successtul. Jim Elliott gave
cutstanding leadership fovr this.

We ave gvatsful to the lTeaders and to the divectors for all
their work amd pianaing.

Catheving Xesnedy once again played the major role in the
suymmer programm2. She was ably supported by the summer sitaff and
the volunteer help of Jean BRieakiey.

The financial statement for the summer, prevarad by Jdim Reobert son,
shows that we had 2n operating bailance of $1,039.88.

PROGRAWME DURING THE REST OF THE YEAR:

Chureh groups using camp 15
Congregaticnal sicnics 3
Othay groups 32

tstirated numbker of camper days £,803

GTHER HIGHLIGHUTS:

- He bought a new vasn,
-~ YWe had 3 “crummy” donated by MacHiilan Bloedel,
~ Four poails were donated tc the camp.

~ Many peopie came forward with the offer o¢f a $1,000 loarn %o help
us purchase the Clayton property behind the playing Tisld.

- Many gitfts of fryii and vegetanles were gratefully received over
the summer.

- The "cockie" programme (50 dozen cookies fFrom eagh comgregation}
was again successful and very worihwhile.

~ 60 new mattrasses have Dzep purchasad.
- The dining room voof has been re-shingled.
& boeat house and a vgarage have heen added to ocur buildings.

I wouid 1ike to 58y 2 very ?ea? thankyou to every wamber of
the comsitise, especiaily to Catherine Keanedy. who makes everyone

nlomaua aé $anwvacrnatd
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A Call From Moorecroft e

Over the past 22 years the face and facilities of Camp Moorecroft have changed, but
the purpose is still the same. It has been recognized as a place of beauty and retreat, where
serious matters are thought out, and loads of fun and growing experiences take place. Can
you put your mind back to when you were there? Remember the outings in the boats, the
campfires, perhaps a “’sleep-out” when no one slept much, a treasure hunt, or just plain
log-sitting or wandering around at low tide . . . each of us has a pleasant memory of a
week at camp.

The history of the camp includes the hard work of Bob Moses, Dennet Bryson, Ernie
jackson, Bruce Coleman, Allen Crewe, and many nameless individuals under the umbrella
of the United Church of Canada who helped with the purchase and build-up of facilities
so that you could spend a happy time there as a camper. (Remember the good meals?).

Since the beginnings in the mid 1950’s, nine new build-
ings have been added and some of them winterized. New
boats, a bus, a new van and a truck have been acquired.
These facilities have allowed the Camp to be used as a base
for outings, a fall and winter meeting place for Presbytery
and church congregations, and use in the spring by class
groups from local school districts. It is a great place for
looking inside ourselves, for a close look at environmental
harmony and for examining God’s many purposes for people.

Mrs. Kennedy (our Mrs. “K’”’) has made her home in the
Caretaker’s cottage at the Camp entrance. Work partie:
come and go with her blessing, and the leaky roofs and drain
pits are still being patched and watched. Moorecroft con-
tinues to be the rough jewel in the crown of the church, and
God continues to work through His most important creation,
namely PEOPLE.

The Camp Committee have watched with concern the
growth of population nearby, and enquired what could be
done to ensure the privacy of the camp. The vulnerable spot
for development was the edge of the upper playing field, and
so an option to purchase this raw land was obtained from
the owner. Look at the map, and you will see that this piece
also straightened out the property line of the existing 75
acres. The cost of this buffer zone is about $40,000, and
decision to purchase was made in December 1976.

The Camp Committee invite you to share in this neces-
sary investment for tomorrow’s campers. We want all who
come to continue to enjoy camp activities without residential
development overshadowing the area.

The Committee hopes that you will respond with a
contribution to the Moorecroft Appeal Committee in your
area, or through your local church treasurer, or directly to
Mrs. R. Atwell, 2935 Wildwood Drive, Nanaimo. Receipts
will be issued for tax purposes.

Make all chéques or money orders payable to “Moore-
croft Camp”. Post-dated cheques or a regular monthly
amount would be most acceptable.

P.S. — Be sure to drop in to the Camp if you are on Vancouver Island. All ex-campers and interested people
are welcome!
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CAMP AJOORECROFT

UNITED CHURTH OF CANABA
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SCALE IN rFEET

CALLING ALL CAMPERS AND MQORECROFT. WO

nitea ChurclrI1<—Ece§ldwéh'ip Hall
E.C,

corge's
505 ~ éth St. Courtenay,
A GET-TOGETHER will be held in your area at
Sunday Feh.27th, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 334.-2858
on 4 PANGEE SUPPER. o33 0roRlOPCn snrormetion andcntentiobinfarmation

program. Bx~Campers, future Campers are invited, along with
all interested people.

Ian Potts

Chairman, Local Camp Committee
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BE IT KNOWN BY T

DOCUMENT THAT

wk%mﬁmgg\&&& or T A3 (e
HAS PURCHASED _72.  SQUARE MEFRES OF € BUSH .

SWAMP ILAND, ___ROCK BLUFF FOQES~ “GIADE
{depth not to exceed 40 km.: height to infinity)
This being part and parcel of the 1977 property

addltlon to CAMP MOORECROFT.

Holder is entitled to inspect, run on, lie down
on;, lie about, sing to, and -otherwise enjoy (but
not alter), said properiy at almost any time
except the moulting season of pet rocks.

##¥NON~TRANSFERABLE**NON NEGOTIABLE®#*
#%%MUHH APFRECIATED##%
PERPETRATED UNDER THE GREA® &EAL OF MOORECROFT
February;z_h

2 =i \\LA X
o fon S Yo - Mo |
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CHAPTER 3

THE 1980°S

FROM THE KITCHEN
Recommendations for next year:
CLEAN UP DUTIES FOR EACH MEAL
Each individual group member helps (cabin group designated for clean up)
Until ALL are finished.
1: Clear & wipe tables; sweep the floor.
2: Rinse & wash dishes & wipe; put away in cupboards.

3: Rinse & wash pots, pans & cutlery; put away in correct places.

4: Wipe up kitchen area.
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CONCLUSIONS

The United Chuichk owns 10 of "the 1

“two sites. Congrecstions own two

1
Tha Conterance v 'ds legal title to four of the sites.

>

Division of Mission in Canada while

site (McKenzie) was not determined.

camp sites which it

itag,

One site is ow

The current market vatue (exclusive of buiidings) of all ¢

)
ned

Cam
Cali

by the

title holder to the remaining

°

mp sites owned

by the United Church in &. C. s astimated to lie between $6,824,000 and
$8.849,006. The Kwomais and Moorecroft sites are the most yaluable and
together represent about 50% of the total value of all camp properties.

Attendan:. at United Church sumner camps has remained very stab¥e as a

whole over The past 12 vears. On the average 2193 persons attend the

summay camps cach vear. The Towest attendance (i.e.

ey

2085 campers) was

recorded in 1972 while the highest attendance (i.e. 2373 campers) was

recorded in 1979.

Only four camps usually offer programs
summer nari d 1nriudan 7ircom, Moorecrofi,

&

for 80% or more &f the two month

CuTtus and Pringle. By

comparicra, STX CaAmps ﬁre~prﬂqranmed for less than one wmonth each sumer

includiny Grafton, Vwanais! Mollice Lake, Rock Lack, HaKen;iefandeoaiaree,

™

(n the awertSe, the Uniteé Church camps record a total ocnupangy of

51,445

camper=day s ~fach year. This rate of usage equates to an average of 140
_ 2 .

CEMPErs atter*4ﬁg the cagpsreach and every day, of the year. The most

heouily ytilized camp is eomais Where ar average of 27 campers use the

<ite wach davH: Qhe'was? uider-used st.: is Konlaree where an average® of

thrae amnzrc uge the site aach &aVr

25 & whoke..

~7“g§‘to the summer camping progrew.

e sunmer Lampxng program is the pr?muvy senant of the camps when taken
wApprox1mate1v 34% of all camper-days recorded at the camps
Use by other United Church

greups atcountq for an additional 10% of the total number of camper days.

Groups net connected with the United Church thus account fcr 56% of the

total occupancy recorded at the camps.
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7, Each of the lzcal camp commitiees has, at some point in its history, examined
the theclogical rationale under}ying the continued existence of their camp.
As a rule, however, day-~io-day operational concerns tend to dominate the
agenda at most commitbee meetings. The consequence is that the commitiees
generally lack concrete plans for putting their theological ratienale into
practicea.

8. As a rule the Tocal camp committees are not widely representative in terms
of membership of the congregations in the geocgraphical area served by
their camp. Cultus is a notable exception to this rule. The committees
are desirpus of expanding their membership in order to achieve broader
representation but feel thwarted im this regard by a lack of response by
the church as a whole.

(S

. Accountability of the committeas is generalily quite limited although the

committees stress that this is nnt a matter of chuice or deliberaie intention
on their part. The commitiees are willing o scceph oversight by local

193]

congresaticns and prashyzeries but gnforturately such oversight is nst

forthcoming on any regular besis.  In sumneyy the Tack of accountability
of the Tocal committees arises nct because they are 'runaways' but rather
because th2y have been ‘airphaned’ by the larger church.

10. The Conference has a rather tenuous relationship with the Jocal committess.
Contact is irvegular and haphazard. The vole of Confercnce in relatjon to
the commitiees is iil-defined. Reqular faco-te-Tace contact would solidify
the relationship between Confererce and the local camp committees. Unfor-
tunately budget and staff limitations preclude suech contact at present.
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1982 S Fee
B -
Sun, Aug. 22 Sausages 6 %&@ ;
_Apple sauce ge 5.
2~ + Rice 2 1b,
_— ; Carrots 4 1b,
O ' Fudding (Inst.) 6 boxes ,
7~ s Tea .
: ST G L = Feas 2 large .
- Mon., Aug. 23 (1) - Rolled Oats 1 3/4 1. -
Raisins 1 1b,
Bacon g In.
Prunes 2 18,
Cocoa, Tea : -
L (2) Hardtack —ewcs:2 4 pke,
& Peanut butter 1 1b,
- Jam
& Fresh apples 20
£ ~Juice 192 oz,
Candies 2 1b,
o v w (3)-Bologna 2% 1b,
T o A Dehy. Potatoes 24 serv: -
g 2 peas Dehy. Veg. 4 boxes corn
: Jello Pudding 6 pkg.
Tea, Cocoa
(4) Cocoa, Tea
Hardtack 3 pkg.
Dehy. Apples 2 bags
Tues.s Aug. 2% (1) Cream of Wheat 2% 1b.
Raisins 1 lgg
Bacon (sliced) % 1b.
Hardtack 3 pkg,
Prunes 2 1b.
! — . Tea
“ (2 Hardtack 4 pkg.
Cheeses 2 1b.
Juice 192 oz.
Candies 2 1b.
(3) Soup . ?Gvggo
- - -Weiners B
2peas ~Kraft Dinner 6 boxes
: Dehy. Apples 2 1b,
! (%) Rice Pudding -1 b.
- ; R%i sin sdd thE ‘12%1 Jf) ob A
. e _Hardtack 2 pkg,
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‘Wed. Aug. 25 (1) Rolled Oats 1% 1b..

Raisins 1 1b.s"
Bacon 4% tins
Eggs ’ L doz. -
Hardtack 2 pkg.
Tea, Cocoa
(2) Hardtack - 3 pkg.
Cheese 2 1b.
Figs 2 1lb. - §
Juice . 192 oz. -
Candies 2 1b. : :
Oranges 24 -

(3) Stew Meat (cooked)~——[}s ‘i,
Dehy. Potatoes 1 box ‘ -

4 corn Cabbage 2 large
Stewed Rhubarb -~ cem—— e «
Tea, Cocoa 7
(%) Hardtack 2 pkeg.
Raisins 2 1b.

Tea, Cocoa
. Thurs., Aug. 26-1)Cream of Wheat 2z 1lb.

Raisins 1 1b.
T Bacon 3 tins
e Gt i - — -Eggs - 2 doze
Hardtack 3 pkg.
Dehy. Apdles 2 1lb.
Tea
(2) Hardtack 3 pkg.
Cheese 2 1b.
Apricots 2 1b.
Juice 192 oz
candy 2 1b,
(3) Kraft Dinner 8 boxes
Weiners 3 1b.
Hardtack 2 pkg.
Cheese 2 1b.
Juice . 192 oz, ~
Tea B
o - }Lg) Hardtack 2 pkg.
, Figs 2 1b.
- Cocoa

Fri., Aug. 27 (1)Rolled Oats 1+ 1b.

v/Bacon™ 3 tins
“Hardtack 2 kg.
) Dehy. Apples Eb,
' Tea .
- - ™~ - \ — d — -

—  precmo

WD
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- Cheese § %
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7 ~Juice e 1192 oz,
|l,{ 7y \5:" (\"‘:-m'\, :’z = Candy ad 2 lb
: R (3‘w?rem “ % tins
« » Dehy., Pota‘toae 1 box
_wDehy Vag. 5 corn 2..peas.
corse @ ="  Jello Pudding 6 pkgl *
o e e ~ Julce 192 oz. |
;;;;;;; o Sat., Aug. 28 -
(1) Cream of Wheat 2% 1b,
“Réaisins 1 1b.
f‘Bacon 3 1b.
“Rye Crisp 3 pkg.
: Apricots 18
‘:"2**.;;_ T ea
- (2)vKye Crisp 3 pkg.
Cheese 2 1b.
Dehy. Apricots 2 1b.
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CAMP CHRONICLE

Juestion: How do you know that Moorecroft is THE camp?
Answers How do you lkmow that the sky is blue?..o.sbecause it's true!

WHY FIRT ENGINES ARE ALUAYS RED

Rave you ever heard why fire engines are always red? You haven’t? Vell, this &s whys
Fire engines have four wheels and eight men,
Four and eight make jwelve, and twelve inches make a ruler;
Jueen Elizabeth was a Ruler;
The Queen Elizabeth was omne of the biggest ships to sail the seas;
The seas have f£ish and fish have finsy
The Finns fought ¢the Russians;
The Russians are always red;
Fire engines are always rushin®,
Therefore, fire engines are always red!

Ay

' Are you confused ?
[ON°T WORRY ¢

ALl we xeally want to do
Is to tell you something
Abd%t doorecroft

{ 3

P

&

Do you know how lloorecroft J%s named?

The Camp was originally owned by a Miss lMoore who was a Phys-Zd instructer
at UeBeCo She used it exclusively as a canmp for girls. When the United
Church bought it from liiss Moore they agreecd to leave the trees anc to
keep the name "Moorecroft”. Miss Moore’s Uncle- by the way was a leader

Ka



Page 2

WHO OWNS IT? The Title for Moorecroft Camp is in the name of the United Church of
Canada. The actual Title is held by the B.C. Conference Property and
Development Committee. But the responsibility for admbdnistration lies with Comox=
Nanaimo Presbytery. The Moorecroft Camp Committee--which really operates the Camp=-
is a Committee of Presbytery. This is the ownership story on paper. The real
ownership story is that a great many people feel that they have a stake in Moore=
croft and work at it and for it as though they owned it. The Camp Committee is
made up of interested individuals and representatives of Pastoral Charges in the
Presbytery. Is your congregation represented? How about offering a little encoura-
ment to get one appointed? This Committee is an important one because it not only
looks after the maintenance of the Camp, but also programming for the Camp and the
use of the Camp property. Presbytery has also appointed a Long Range Planning
Committee to look into winter programming=--more about that later.

One of the people who has an "'ownership' relation to Moorecroft is Catherine
Kennedy. Catherine not only lives at Moorecroft but takes responsibility for it as
though she did own it. It is her efficiency and dependability, in large part, that
keeps schools and other groups coming back year after year. She is Camp Manager and
does a super job for us. Moorecroft wouldn't be Moorecroft without Catherine. She
does receive a small honorarium, but it is peanuts in relation to the time and
energy that she invests and the responsibility that she so capably carries.

Another person who has an "ownership! relation to Moorecroft is Dave Stringer of
Stringer Construction of Ladysmith. Dave spends at least one full day a month at
Moorecroft and is on call all of the time. That may mean responding to the emergency
of an overflowing septic tank under a splash house with a full camp in residencey
not only mucking around in the stuff but also losing a day at work in order to do
it. Dave not only organizes work parties and is there himself at them, but also
takes responsibility for managing the maintenance of the Camp. Recently he not

only used his knowledge and skills as a builder to rebuild Cabin 2, but got the
Ladysmith~Chemainus A.O0.T.S5. to take total responsihility for the project. How

about your congregation? Would they be interested in taking responsibility for
rebuilding a cabin? If so, call Dave or the Camp or write the Camp Committee c/o

the Camp. There are many other people who have an ffownership” relation to Moorecroft,
of course, and we will tell you about them in subsequent issues of the 'Chronicle®.

Have you heard? --that the following projects have been completed at Moorecroft the

last couple of years? 1) A New Float has been built that is
torredor-proof. Tubular steel-like they use for making portable spar trees- was
donated by Madills in Nanaimo, a welder was hired, a portable sawmill brought in

to cut the dedar for the decking from trees off our own land, and we have a super
permanent float. That's how things get done at Moorecroft--with a little pushing
from people like Art Skipsey. Our next project to improve swimming is to build a
tidal swimming pool so that Directors can include swimming in their program

when they wish, not when the tide dictates. This would mean building a pool that
would fill at high tide that could be emptied every couple of days to keep the

water fresh--great ideal!--as soon as we can afford it. 2) A New Water Line has also
been installed. If you ever repaired a break in the old line in the pouring rain--
because there was a camp in and they had to have water; or you picked out pieces of
vegetation or sundry worms from the water because you didn't fancy adding that

kind of nourishment to your drinking water--or drank water that smelled--you will
appreciate the new line to the District main line(not Enos Lake)--with a pressure
valve. The Regional District has been most co-operative in getting this line in,

and we are most grateful. 3) Have you seen the Playing Field lately? We have invested
$ 1,500.00 in getting it levelled and sown in grass: heaps of work; Jim Rogers was
one of those who spent several days at it. The Youth Work Camo: On the May 2% weekend

H3
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Have you noticed?--that we have founf--or been found by--a female companion for Leo?
i "Stranfer'" is a most friendly police dog that has taken up
residence with us and will replace Leo as the camp guardian one of these days.
Other occupants besidea Leo and Stranger and the deer, are the
sea gullsjharmless--mostly.Have you heard about the three male inmates of a mental
hospital on Lake Ontario who were sunning themselves on the lawn one sunny spring
afternoon? A seagull flew over and made a direct hit on the middle guy.. The man on
his right jumped up and said*L'll run up to the building and get some toilet paper.’
The man on his right waited until the first was out of earshot and then he said to
the victim, "you know, that guy really is crazy; by the time he gets back here
that seagull will be two miles out over the lake'.
Did you know?--that two years ago we were taxed for the first time to the tune of
abouty§ 6,500.00? In error the Vancouver Office paid the bill, and
we were firmly ensconced on the tax roll. When the Assessment Notice came last year
we appealed it and won the appeal--we had found that the Pentecostal Camp had also
been taxed and had won exemtion. We also got back the % 6,500.00 that had been
paid in taxes the year before--by an Omders in Council, no less. A tax bill like
that would have put us under for good.
-~that each summer different congregations help out by sending
cookies for the evening'mug-up'? Each participating UCW or congregation is asked
to contribute 50 dozen. Normally we get about 400 dozen. That's a lot of cookies!
Thanks to all who participated--helps send campers to bed happy.
Our Summer Camps: So far camps are going well. Last year we had to cancel Sr. Girls
because of low registration. This year we had 21 and a really
good camp. The Music and Fine Arts Camp is in at the moment of writing. WE NEED
leaders: Junior Boys Aug 10 - 17; 3 cabin leaders, 1 nurse, and 1 padre
Boys Grades 6-12,Aug 18 - 25; 3 cabin leaders, 1 nurse, and 1 padre
(for the sailing camp anyone with sailing experience especially welcome)
Co-Ed Camp Aug 29 -~ Sept 53 1 female and 1 male cabin leaders.
Family Camp Jul 28 - Aug 1; 1 nurse.
Registrations at the Pack Camp and the Family Camp are low. The Pack Camp is going
up Great Central Lake to Della Falls and 'acroos the top' to Courtenay. The Family
Camp has Karen and Lorne Irwin as Directors, Isabel Johnson and Gloria Scott as
leaders of the children's program, Joan List to provide input on the enrichment
of family life--by talk and trial. At # 25.00 per day per family it is a bargain.
Mae Pagdin has been in charge of leadership this year and has done her usual
efficient and conscientious job. Thanks Mae!
Our Venture in Faith: For years we have talked about using Moorecroft as a Retreat
and Spiritual Resource Centre for the Presbytery on a year~
round basis, but we never felt that we could afford it. This year the Long Range
Planning Committee suggested that we engage someone for four months as a Program
Co-ordinator who would visit congregations with a view to increasing attendance
at camp, helping find leaders, generally stirring up interest in Moorecroft, and
formulating recommendations for future development. Moorecroft has agreed to
contribute {§ 2,000.00 and Presbytery $ 4,000.00 through its Special Appeals Fund.
We were able to be included in the Youth Employment Program for about # 2,000,004
which will reduce Presbytery's and Moorecrofts obligations proportionately. Susan
Dent has been employed to do this job and her report winll be included in the next

issue of the ''Chronicle'l.
See you in September! George Affleck, Editor

P.S. By the way, Dr. Jones is under the weather these days; if you happen to be
in Port Alberni, drop in and say hello. Address - 4545 Argyle St.; Phone 723=5724.
We sure miss him around Moorecroft and hope he will soon be back.

Ty



1983

Remission of 1983 taxes has been approved Long Range
Planning recommends hiring a program co-ordinator for
four months as a start M/S That we drop the water rights
to Enos Lake

May Youth work weekend to held in May Souper supper

to be held May 22 Playing field to be levelled and seeded
Suggested a tidal swimming pool be a priority

1984 Long Range Planning Committee is planning an event

March 21-24 with Dr. Bob Mgure as speaker

ys
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MOORECROFT REUNION - Sat., July 2, 1988

10300 a.m. Register - Coffee ana Chat

11300

Morning Chapel with Jessie Oliver

in outdoor Chapel
Free time - pictures in Lodge
Lunch - on Green or in dining hall
Resy, chat, walk the trails, tour campsite
Dedication of David Stringer Memorial Hall
Tea in Stringer Hall
Moorecroft Memories in Kenmnedy Lodge
Barbeque Supper - on Green

Campfire = led by Ian Potts

Vespers

Thank you Lord, on this day

For our many good blessings,

Thank you Lord, on this day

For our many good frienaships.

Glory to God, may you hear our prayer
Guide us on forever,

Thank you Lord, on this day

For our blessings and friendships.

4



CHAPTER 4

THE 1990°S

Did you know that in 1994:
There were 341 campers and 39 pre-campers?
A Novice Camp (7& 8 year olds) was started?
A two week Leadership Training Camp was added?
There were 133 Volunteers in Program and Leadership?
In the 10 month “off season” there were 4,709 camper days?

There were 11 congregations with active representation on Camp Committee?

't 8
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As the summer camp scason is
about to-get off the ground for
another year, Moorecroft camp is
gearing up for the hordes of young
campers arriving for a summer of
fun and learning expericnces. Being
a United Church camp there is
emphasis put on Christian living,
but there is ample time for games,
swimming, fishing, crafts and camp-
fires.

When I was there, a class from
Rock City School was just packing
up after a week of activities in
which a scientist from the Biologi-
cal Station in Nanaimo, a forester
from MacMillan Bloedel and a
representative from the Fish and
Wildlife Branch of the Department
of the Environment had all come
out to thc camp to give thcm
hands-on instruction. Some of the
students were playing volleyball and

“Some were playing vol-

leyball and a group were

line-dancing on the
beach”

a group were practising lirie-dancing
on the beach near the boathousc.
The camp is open all year. Brow-
nies, Scouts, adult retreats and
Church activities are ongoing.
Moorecroft is situated on a liule
cove called Arab Bay adjacent to
Jingle Pot Cove on the Nanoose
Peninsula. It was here that Gertrude
E. Moore chose to start a camp for
girls in 1934. The name Jingle Pot
Cove referred to the Jingle Pot Mine
at Wellington, where so many Nan-
oose Bay men worked at one time. It

originated from a saying of the-

mincrs in the north of England. In
early days, mincrs were paid in coin.
When they had a good week and
dug more than the usual amount of
coal, the pay was extra and on pay
day the miner would say to his wife
“Eh Hinny, there’ll be a jingle in the
pot tonight.”” The moncy would be
tossed into a pewlter pot for safe-
keeping and the name Jingle Pot
came to mean a lucky mine.
Gertrude E. Moorc was bom in
Ontario. She attcnded the Margaret
Eaton School of Physical Education
and was Director of Recreation for
the T. Eaton Co. until 1927 when
she came to Vancouver to become
director of Physical Education at the

loorecroft legacy lives on

Historical Notes
by Marge Leffler

A A

CHILDREN ENJOY VOLLE

~

YWCA. From 1935 to 1945 she was
director of Physical Education for
women at the University of B.C,,
and was the driving force in the

GERTRUDE E. MOORE
Camp founder

49

YBALL and other sports at the camp.

founding of the B.C. Camping Asso-
ciation in 1939,

Realizing the need for an outdoor
camp for girls, Miss Moore (or
“Dinty” as she was affectionately
called) purchased 75 acres on Jingle
Pot Cove, where she established
Moorecroft during the Depression.
She named it after her family home-
stead in Ontario. Originally it was a
camp for girls only, but in 1946 boys
fromfive to 12 years werc admitted.

Miss Moore’s health began to fail
amund 1954, so she armanged to scll
Moorecroft to the United Church
through their Conference Camp
Committee. The camp, with ils 75
acres of buildings, trails, boats and
swimming facilities was bought for
$50,000. Later on, in 1976, 14 more
acres were bought for $10,000 from
Pitt and William Clayton.

Miss Moore died in 1969 at the
age of 75. But her tradition is carricd
on by the Unitcd Church, where all
summer long groups of boys and
girls take part in an cxtensive camp-
ing program, thercby fulfilling the.
dreams of this indomitable woman.
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POSITION

Coordinator
Base total
Per week
Holiday pay
Benefit

Waterfront/sports
Base /week
Holiday
Benefits

Groundsperson
Base/week
Holiday
Benefits

Cook
Base/week
Holiday
Benefits

A3st cook
Base/week
Base with NLS
Holiday
Benefits

General Helper
Base/week
+NLS/Bronz +
Holiday
Benefits

*#% Higher rates are given to those with NLS or Bronze Cross (other than Waterfront/Sports

FOORECROFT UNITED CHURCH
COKPARATIVE

1994
B/Gts.

5300.00
331.25
212.00

1200.00

280.00
179.20
1200.00

175.00
63.00
675.00

280.00
100.80
675.00
175.00

63.00
675.00
175.00

63.00
675.00

C A H P Yot

WAGE SCALE

{room & board for entire employment)

* we 1n fact paid our groundsperson more than this

Director) who were asked to act as Lifeguards and do so.
Rate increase is $12.00/week for NLS and $6.00/week for Bronze Cross.



POSITION

Coordinator
Base total
Per week
Holiday pay

MOORECROFT UNITED CHURCH CAMP
COMPARATIVE WAGE SCALE

1990 1991 1992
B/Gts.
5000.00 5000.00

Benefit (room & board for entire employment)

Waterfront/sports
Base/week
Hol1iday
Benefits

Groundsperson
Base/week
Holiday
Benefits

Cook
Base/week
Holiday
Benefits

Asst cook
Base/week
Base with NLS
Holiday
Benefits

Cookies
Base/week
+NLS/Bronz +
Hol1iday
Benefits

Floater
Base/week
+ NLS
Holiday
Benefits

Asst coordinator
Base/week

Music resource
Base/week
Holiday
Benefits

Craft resource

140.00 200.00 200.00
140.00 168.00 168.00
200.00 240.00 240.00
140.00 168.00 168.00

173.50

¥

'Title changed to General Helper
134.00 160.00 160.00
138.00 172.00 164.00

'Title changed to General Helper'

134.00 160.00 160.00
138.00 172.00
240.00 . ———

no person was hired for this position in 1993

1992 1993
A/Gts. B/Gts.
5300.00 5300.00
331.25 331.25
212.00 212.00
T700.00 1200.00
281.25 240.00
101.25 86.40
675.00 675.00
168.00 168.00
60.48 60.48
675.00 675.00
281.25 240.00
101.25 86.40
675.00 675.00
215.00 168.00
T7.40 60.48
675.00 675.00
160.00 160.00
164.00
57.60 57.60
675.00 675.00
160.00 ———
57.60 b
675.00 ——
—e—— 200.00
72.00
675.00

** Higher rates are given to those with NLS or Bronze Cross
Director) who were asked to act as Lifeguards and do so.

&

1994
B/Gts.

5300.00
331.25

212.00
1200.00

280.00
179.20
1200.00

175.00
63.00
675.00

280.00
100.80
675.00

O ety
AT IS

500
63.00
675.00
175.00
63.00
675.00
175.00

63.00
675.00

200.00 (n/a)

(other than Waterfront/Sports



SALARIES FOR 1995 FOR MOORECROFT CAMP

- MANAGEMENT CAMP _
# WINTER BUDGET ACTUAL SUMMER. BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL
{ ' JANUARY 875.00 955.50 MAY 3750.00 2377.12
¢ FEBRUARY 875.00 955.50 JUNE 3750.00 2240.75
_.. MARCH 875.00 955.50 JULY 3750.00 10000.00
.. APRIL 875.00 0.00 AUGUST 3750.00 10000.00
¢ SEPTEMBER  875.00
+~- OCTOBER 875.00 ** salaries are recorded by actual
" NOVEMBER 875.00 amounts paid in a given month not
> DECEMBER 875.00 calendar dates of days paid

'~ TOTALS 7000.00 2866.50 15000.00 4617.87 18000.00 0.00

 RECON. 4133.50 10382.13 18000.00
%f TOTAL SALARIES BUDGETED TOTAL SALARIES PAID RECONCILIATION

40000.00 7484 .37 32515.63

*  SALARIES PER WEEK PER HOUR * %
7 COORDINATOR * 330.00 GROUNDS /JANITORIAL
.. COOK 300.00 7.00
“ ASSISTANT COOK 200.00 budget allows for e
¢ HEAD GUARD 280.00 up to 70 hours per
.. ASSISTANT GUARD 192.00 week 490.00

GENERAL HELP 180.00

.. ** These positions budgeted under management.
© All other staff budgeted under camp.

T Grud cud W Qe 07 w4k Yy
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staff Wages

1996 sSummey
Coordinator $335 + $100.00 child care/week
Waterfront $285 + $80 room & board/week

$150 food allotment (May & June)
Head Cook $300 + meals/week
Asst Cook $215 + $80.00 room & board/week
General Help $185 + $80 room & board/week
Casual Bus Driwver $10.00 per hour
Casual General Help $7 .00 per hour, maximum 8 hours/day



MOORECROFT CAMP BUDGET PROJECTIONS 1997

REVENUE

Fees

Rentals

Donations - Moorecroft 2000
Donations - Other

Tuck Shop

Forestry

Miscellaneous 1

TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENSES

Payroll

Payroll Burden - Benefits

Food

Maintenance & Repair

Janitorial Supplies

Hydro

Heating

Tuck Merchandise

Insurance

Automotive Expense

Programs

Office Expenses
Bank Charges
Membership Fees

Waste Disposal

Advertising

Promotion

Supplies

Telephone

Miscellaneous

Utilities

Conference/Training

TOTAL EXPENSES
NET PROFIT/LOSS

CAPITAL EQUIPMENT/REPAIRS

1996 wctual

1997 Budget

$64,397 .98 $83,740.00
$26,920.00 $29,800 .00
$18,438.00
$14,836 .04 $15,000.00
$8,412.95 $8,600 .00
$12,471 .92 $18,000.00
$3,016 .84 $3,000.00
$130,055.73 $176,578.00
$49,353.11 $71,660.00
$4,228.86 $9,736 .00
$19,333.06 $25,000 .00
$11,395.77 $7,500 .00
$3,500.00
$7,483 .64 $7,800.00
$7,062.19 $7,200.00
$7,729 .66 $7,800.00
$4,212.04 $5,000 .00
$2,959.29 $4 ,000.00
$1,111.90 $2,700.00
$2,507 .56 $4 ,000.00
$352.14 3
$272 .45
$1,606 .42 $1,800.00
$2,057 .61 $2 7600 .00
$0.00 $1,200.00
$1,374.38 $1,500 .00
$2,019.58 $2,000.00
$1,476 .87 $1,800 .00
$147 .11 $0 .00
$0.00 $1,450.00
$126,683.64 $168,045.00
$3,372.09 $8,533.00
$29,300.00

55



Douper Dupposr /776

/(/uug?\f s we o] cﬁ be the Gear we
LUCDL/Lxd‘\ }/XQUQ @Al o J & EE,L_,LJ “,(ZJZ()\[') . 4\)‘ —t.ue'ﬁ;f}ﬁ
was, oo ) UJ&VWCJW cind

'l\,t Cic Luz:—d WEXE Ry \.lj(_/kw T Comwal — b‘w‘
/Luup[ Co Gy ~CL . _
Mﬂ A LAD E e, /’?i:é A= )f;&_%&w—g Soyk
We @ac iy DAy <.\ S Kinds ot @éwp |
C/{ Qi C)’\?Uu Ci;u” C ;Jtcuf e O\l.u/_ R Q—QQ&( Oay
Cy’\\c,y%k ‘('l_C..(,; j)vtCl,\f\Qu)
P e cirs] med VCe e v
SR J"T‘[’j@x_ 5 WO C&j\:b(/ \3 CA G
Ed;@&ifd = hae o) -\/{/\Q & jwj TY’(
F;Chx,aé ﬂmmﬁ-_ e O_}E;L checleed u\,\Hf; S;/
& oou b Yhe {D(L&-E’XL/\ =% Yo (’,)% m‘i: .

/l/l\ha \QJAA\ bc.n'\gb C e - SWIN
;TC;“W\ \C}'b‘v%&) T Gevdaned) ﬂ
/\/ ha Q_}’\N(M \’JO RSN D exre. T » \tecsf b-‘j

bc’w/%v) totterson
‘3 X éciaﬁdu d.(:gxl SNEE S cQ{ Gr 2C. .

j/ Crr\vw\,u\\ cuna CAC‘L\.& &\ftu/ VlCJ%\ (,Oe.hd/u\
Clnd\ a CU/\ E)CLS/W “\V\’C@* POLU R
R l\CU,\/ }j—@t.p "%c::} “‘dr\L C_‘,Cl/vv\ﬁ’j C@mmx’ﬁb@,
Cov at\ s F oy Denday

T Qont have a combp \e./ | r@gx-f“

o ey penses were TG s
LUL -\7_J<5§z, \\r’j N @X%/(“O,(DQ C%ft%,fu"@\
Horcwah Ve cammp Sevr cor reTs ) OV enS

CLcinmed nd ) CAmns s DJeceNow .

5¢



WE OGgoiyry  SERVEYD
CA an C/?”\ LUCLQA” M stey C/Q‘\C’/ww 6&9 DM@/
Cg\ c/%_»um 1y S \! e @)JE «S'g C&r)
le cins elate \ C2 Crea v
Cc% "Yj;,\, 5 (S C}L:tﬁ/i/ ) LA Cos
C)LL:J c:w*c\ @x,q,dic u\ "‘\/(/\a /k gk&,«/“) (QL rﬂ.
F\CJQLO‘, ’\/L\k, . bk,} alse checke s th ?\ < b es
a oot e M}O&J nq e Q%M{D .
/‘r\of \QﬁQ\\ bC_ﬂ"LQAb C,a.\'"Y\Q_} g;;\-’"(:;vh
Tohn Bbma, O Grrinned
/{l\—Q« JW\P\J/N \DOF’"\Q)E:: U e ;_z,ku,[flrr\tui ‘fOLA
b W‘) PC&/H’ éf.)f“aar) .
; %—iru_/\ H TS ;fuv\ XY ka:UL U\JWD c>.._, JC%&VZL(&;
;.:Jﬂ C‘rr\nmu\\ e¥aYe) C:S\,CL\\, L\;tw’ \ e ¥€\ () e inchx
and fﬁrHCW\ P)Cu k%;/ \‘\r% % w vy@ Ry e
‘/ﬂfLCW\/{E O "i”c_, ‘)d\;:__ C,'CLW\%”W C,c k%m\ﬁ}‘_{
g;c:n/ o\ AW »«4 F S ag
——J—w A ’Y’ \r\C’t\ < C\_ C & »\F\QJE; (QKZ)@«"T—_

5 ey Ppenses  were TGRB3.

Lo

S Wy oN er” = Yoo co Cordloir e\
/\/ \\JJ L,Lk \’v )(\,\L CGlirey g\\:e\f C.Cr ‘rolT S, G \ NS
(@I« ETN ‘e‘\,iL& m@k\’\ CArns s ) eal o .

f\:,\jk G o, ﬁﬂ»{u oy ig‘/’//% ,/éa&’/m

Z;Q&tcﬂ\ﬁ/cﬁé W %ﬁ/ufé?@ ;%g;’lé/fw:@-z/

A ﬂf\d\%‘wﬁ Aold Q\ﬂ@c@\@:@g-
M&A’%W”‘@f ﬂcﬁuﬁnS had cards 4?’5{ sale. .




Ouf Wesr @u‘s)fer Chow der C-Qmﬁ Ioo)
X lbs, SalT Fovk or bacon
7%.lbs. Onions
7% 1bs diced raw. poﬁa}oes
2O Cu,fns of¢ walzy
lo Pints Oc\s"\'eYS - 25 F'\n‘fﬁ \ Guid C"'Llf’"”‘r’g |
16 Tins mik (5‘(%MGVT5>
J OLL‘Q& \Du.ﬁe‘v’
3 +®b\es\vaans so it Q"'eas}:oens \oe_fyfer
\e PCM ‘Qn) O\lcw.c} Pork odevr \ow \\Q.aj' LWTHI CV{SF""# [Orowr ’
2 Rda C:\noploed onion To hot POVk. Qaj‘ano\ Qms "
until Tender.
3. Combine DNt o and di&é P@fcd'oes \0) C&GQ&QP
Sauwee pan | _
4‘ ﬂcﬁ& w-.@j—,ar- bv\‘ncl ‘1‘@ 6immae.r\nq "Tew\\oevakum
And Simermev aboud 19 min, |
‘. 5 Stie g oL_‘s‘rexﬁ, liiuid_fm{\\&, budter ec--éeafaemr;t:»r

b Heat unthil "Pt‘Pt'nci o put dogﬁ‘f‘ allow
Yo bovl —_

W (SPeneer)




fg

Camp Moorxrecroft

Visioning Repoxrt

: Adopted by the Camp Committee
i 24 January 1994

g




P I: R _the Vision

From the outset, Camp Moorecroft has been defined by a central
vision, and those who have worked so hard to make the camp a
reality have been inspired by that vision. The vision is that of
a Christian camp, set in the magnificent natural surroundings of
Nanoose ‘Bay,; and operated for the enrichment and nurture of young
people from all parts of Vancouver Island.

The camp was originally established as a girl's camp by Miss
Gertrude Moore in 1934. Miss Moore operated it continpously for
twenty years until ill-health forced her to consider disposing of
it. As a result of her close connection with the United Church of
Canada she approached Rev. Moses of St. Andrew's United in Nanaimo,
to discuss the possibility of the United Church taking possession
of the camp. Rev. Moses presented this proposal to, the Victoria
Presbytery, which met in Port Alberni in 1954. An eventual
agreement was reached through which the United Church purchased the
75 acre camp for a sum of $50,000.00.

A ‘Board of Directors was formed in 1957 to supervise the
camp's development as a United Church camp. One of the Board's
earllest projects was to transfer several buildings from Port
Alberni and install them at the camp. The Board also arranged for
the extension of Stewart Road to the Camp property line, and was
also instrumental in having an Operation's Manual, Statement of
Purpose, and a Constitution prepared for ‘camp use.

In 1962, the 38th annual meeting of B.C. Conference named a
Commission to study all aspects of United Church camping. Two
years later, this Commission presented the 40th B.C. Conference
with a series of wide-ranging recommendations. These included a
recommendation that each United Church camp in B.C. become the
responsibility of an appropriate Presbytery.. Conference agreed,
and Moorecroft thereby became the responsibility of Comox-Nanaimo
Presbytery.

The period from 1968 to 1570 saw Moorecroft operate under a
joint Cultus Lake, Ocean Park and Moorecroft committee (C.O0.M.
Committee). This committee codrdinated all phases of programming,
training, leadership, etc. for the three camps involved. During
1970 Moorecroft withdrew from the C.0.M. Committee and resumed
*independent® operation, serving its traditional clientele, and
planning and operating camps to fulfil the perceived needs of its
Presbytery community. .
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It was during the early 1970s that the camp management
committee first realized the need for a full-time person to develop
programmes, oversee the recruitment and training of leaders and to
manage the on-going business of the camp. Over the years three
long-range planning committees (under the 1leadership of Rev.
Affleck, Rev. Bruleigh, Assistant Pastor M. Elliot and Art Skipsey)
as well as two weekend long ‘visioning' workshops, and a much
earlier Presbytery-wide questionnaire reached much the same
conclusion. The common thread that ran through these reports was
the need for a full-time Camp Director as well as the construction
of a suitable Lodge facility to accommodate adults and adult
education programmes.

Unable to manage the cost of a full-time Director as
recommended, the camp management committee was nevertheless able to
hire--with the assistance of Provincial grants--Camp codrdinators
who were in place for the four key summer months, during each of
the past ten years. It has become increasingly obvious, however,
that Camp Moorecroft--if it is to realize 1its full potential--
requires the kind of year-round, full-time professional leadership
that has been recommended by prior Moorecroft visioning groups.

We, therefore, believe that it is time for the Camp Committee
~-~in cooperation with Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery--to address the
long-term future of Camp Moorecroft. 1In order to do that, we need
first to renew our vision of the Camp..
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Part II: Renewing the Vision

...The times have changed: of this there can be no doubt. And
yet the.Camp Moorecroft Committee strongly believes that the vision
that has sustained this camp for 40 years remains central to the
vision that can sustain it over the coming years. We are moved by
the words of a disabled 12-year old who was attending Moorecroft
for the first time. As he struggled to keep up with the main group
during a camp hike, he was heard to say:

This 1is sure a great camp. You get up in the morning and
have a good breakfast, then there's lots to do. After lunch
there's lots of day left! And some of those storieg about
Jdesus are really interesting!

We think he got it Jjust right. Not only is Moorecroft a place
where there is lots to see and lots to do: it's also a place where
young people (often for the first time in their lives) are exposed
to the gospel--the good news--of Jesus Christ.

It is our belief, however, that the challenge of operating
such a camp is far greater, and the demands placed on those charged
with the responsibility of operating it are infinitely more complex
in 1994 than in 1954. The times have indeed been a'changing. We
can no longer assume that any of our campers, let alone most of our
campers, have received previous. exposure to the Gospel. In
addition, we have no choice but to assume that many, if not most,
of our campers have been affected by family and community contexts
-that will have seriously impaired their readiness for camp life.
Without wishing to sound excessively negative, the fact remains
that many of our campers arrive at camp with grave emotional and
spiritual needs. And while we readily acknowledge that a week at
summer camp (no matter how well administered that week may be) is
no substitute for year-round nurture, we are certain that a week at
summer camp can make a profound difference in a young person's
life.

That is why we seek not only to recall, but to renew our
vision for Camp Moorecroft. Our hope for all campers in the summer
programme is that they be led in small groups by committed leaders:
leaders who have the ability to lead because they have received the
kind of training that will make them effective Camp leaders. 1If
this vision is to be realized, we will need to place a much greater
emphasis upon the recruitment and training of leaders. We believe
that this renewed emphasis on training and recruitment can only
take place under the direction of a full-time paid Executive
Director: someone who will oversee the entire Moorecroft operation
on a year-round basis. In turn, we are convinced that the hiring
of an Executive Director will occur only when we have expanded the
Moorecroft vision to include a substantial "winter":programme to
complement our present summer programme.

It is to that "expanded-vision"™ that we now direct your
attention...
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Part III: Expanding the Vision

...Camp Moorecroft 1is celebrating its 40th anniversary 1in
1994. The Camp Committee would 1like to make this a vyear of
thankful celebration for the people who have contributed in so many
ways to this most beautiful spot in the Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery.
We would also like to expand the vision begun and carried by those

people.

Long Range Planning Committees were appointed by Presbytery in
1972, 1983, and 1990. 1In every instance, the planning pxrocess led
to the conclusion that a full time, professional leadership persan
was a prerequisite if a renewed and expanded vision for the Camp is
to become a reality. Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery has already indicated
its own leanings in that direction. The minutes for the Presbytery
meeting held last spring (Feb. 19-21/1993) records a motion (see
page 68) that "Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery establish a committee to
work with Moorecroft Camp in long range planning and fund raising
and to establish a position for a Presbytery Development Worker."
While the motion was carried, action has yet to be taken.

In September 1993, 1interested persons from around the
Presbytery once again gathered to do "visioning" for Moorecroft,
and once again the priority was for a year round paid staff person.
(A second priority was an upgrading of camp facilities; a third
priority was the use of paid summer leaders to improve our summer
programme) .

The Camp Committee believes that the Ffirst priority in
achieving an expanded vision for Camp Moorecroft lies in the hiring
of a full-time person to act .as an Executive Director and oversee
all aspects of the camp. The Executive Director, in addition to
providing leadership in aspects of camp life presently undertaken
entirely by volunteers, would be asked to expand and improve the
range of programmes and training offered by Mocrecroft. Our hope is
that such a person would make a variety of Christian leadership
development opportunities available at Camp Moorecroft for people
of all ages. In other words, this person--from their base of
operations at Camp Moorecroft--would undertake +the kind of
Christian Education and leadership development programming that
could serve the needs of United Church folk throughout Comox-
Nanaimo Presbytery.
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A second priority is for better trained leadership for our
summer programmes. Because so many more people are working, it has
become increasingly difficult to find leaders for summer programmes
and we are aware that many children require more highly trained
leaders. Some of our Directors have indicated this need. Having
some or all paid leaders ensures that we would have leaders in
place and, needless to say, those leaders would be trained through
the Moorecroft training programmes that a newly hired Executive
Director would be asked to establish. A third priority is for
upgraded facilities. We are always in the process of upgrading
those facilities, but would 1like to speed up that process to
whatever extent it 1is possible to do so.

4

We believe, however, that paid summer leadership and improved
facilities will only make sense when Moorecroft has taken the
decisive step of hiring a full-time Executive Director/Development
Worker, as part of an overall strategy of expanding the Camp's
year-round programming. This is one of the two key recommendations
we now wish to make to Presbytery...:
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Part 1IV: Implementing the Vision

Recommendation #1

That Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery, in conjunction with the Camp
Moorecroft Committee, establish a small working group to implement
the Presbytery decision (adopted at its February 1993 meeting) that
the Presbytery "work with Moorecroft Camp in long range planning
and fund raising and...establish a position for a Presbytery
Development Worker."

It is our belief that this working group should consist of six
members: three to be selected by the Camp Committee (one of whom
will represent the Camp's Finance Committee) and three to be
selected by Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery. It is our hope that the
Presbytery representatives to this working group will include at
least two senior members of Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery.

It is our hope that the working group will complete its work

within a time frame that would allow for the hiring of the
Development Worker/Executive Director no later than January 1995.

Recommendation #2

That the Camp Motrecroft Committee establish a small working
group to plan and implement a revitalized Camp Committee that would
operate more 1like a functioning Board of Directors than Iis
presently the case.

This working group would consist of 3 to 5 members of the Camp

Committee, and would be asked to report back to the Camp Committee
no later than its June meeting.
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Appendix #1: Proposed Job Description,

For Moorecroft Executive Director/Presbvterv Development Worker

General: The position of Moorecroft Executive Director is a full-
time, year-round position. The Executive Director has £final
authority over all matters relating to the day to day operation of
the camp. The.position will require a person with training and
experience in the area of Christian Education, who possesses the
kinds of skills one would associate with a fully trained Diaconal
Minister. (Applications from qualified lay or ordained persons
will, of course, be welcome.) The successful candidate will be
eager to work closely with the Moorecroft Camp Committee and Comox-
Nanaimo Presbytery as we together continue the work of rgevisioning
and revitalizing Camp Moorecroft.

Summer Programme: The Executive Director will oversee the
planning, implementation, and evaluation of Camp Moorecroft's
successful Summer programme. In carrying out that, mandate., the

Director will work closely with the Program Committee of the Camp
Committee, and will adhere to the camping guidelines of the United
Church of Canada. The Executive Director will oversee the
recruitment, training and supervision of all summer staff, both
paid and volunteer, working with the summer-team to further the
physical, mental, spiritual, and social well being of all campers
and staff.

Winter Programme: The Executive Director, working closely with the
Camp Committee and Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery, will be asked to plan
and 1implement a greatly expanded winter programme for Camp
Moorecroft. We believe ‘that there is great potential for such a
programme. This programme will attempt to attract Church-related
groups to Camp Moorecroft on a year-round basis. Working closely
with Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery, the Executive Director will identify
current needs in the area of Christian education and nurture, and
will create programming that can meet those needs. We expect that
at least some of these programmes would be aimed at equipping
leaders for the camp's summer programmes.

For the foreseeable future, these programmes would not take
the place of, but would operate in addition to, the Camp's winter
rental programme.

Personnel: Because Camp Moorecroft is a church based, volunteer
agency, the Executive Director will be working with an organization
that is primarily "staffed" by volunteers. The Executive Director
will therefore need to be adept at enlisting and mobilizing the
talent and participation of the Camp Committee, local
congregations, B.C. Conference.Camping Committee, and government
and non-government agencies from the wider community.
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Report to Cumux-Nanaiﬁu Presbytery - "MOORECROFT 2000" - Feb.17/96
COMMITTEE .

Since the inception of the Moorecroft 2000 Committee of Presbytery, a
total of 6 plamning meetiftgs have been held and action taken. A brochure
forlimited distribution has beeft designed and used with lists of Special
Name Domfiors. The emphasis has been ot funding by pledge over a 5-year

period.

To date, approximately $1&4,000.00 imr cash has been deposited inm a specisl
account and additiomal pledges of $11,000. Most has been solicited on a
ofte-on-onte basis bykCommittee members and others, afid will be cofrtinued

urttil the goals are reached. So far the mofties and pledges have come from

individuals from the Comox Valley south to Chemaiftus, imcluding Powell

River. A renewed effort is to be made for the area Campbell River northward.

A motion was passed unanimously at the February Committee Meeting to:

"urge the Hirinmg Committee of the Moorecroft Camp Committee to employ af
Administrator BEFORE the 1996 Summer Camping Program." We hope that the -

upcoming Camp Committee Meeting will see the value of this recommendatiosn
and act upon it. It was felt that any delay ift hirimg in the Spring of
1996 would seriosly affect the cofttifiued respofise of contributors, as well
as avoid the need and extra cost of employing a Summer Cooredinator.

Also, this early action would confirm the fteed for conttinued fusiding for

the year and thus urge us into greater actiom.(!!)

Plants are in train for a Moorecroft Newsletter for dofiors, preparation of
a video presentatiof for local and regional use and a get=together

of donors at the Camp.

The eftthusiasm and dedicatioft of Committee members to date has been heart-

ening and it is strongly believed that with God's help all will come to

fruition in the niear future.

MEMBERS SOLICITORS(for funds!)
Ian Potts(Chair) Oliver Howard(scrivener) '
Betty Abbott(Secretaryy Art Skipsey(historiam) =am Boormarn

Bob Apbott(idea marm) John Abma(idea mar) Art Sueet
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For many many
years Catherine
Kennedy was
Caretaker (more
properly Caregiver) at
Moorecroft Camp.
She watched the
property and kept
it clean, repaired
and ready for its
users. She encour-
aged the summer
staff and saw them
through many
rough spots. She
loved the Campers
and spared no ef-
fort to make their
stay at Moorecroft
a memorable one.
For those who
have known and
loved Moorecroft
over the past two
decades Catherine
Kennedy was
“Mrs.Moorecroft.”
On August
30 Mrs. “K™ died
at her home in
Osoyoos.

Bon Voyage !
Mrs. “ K™

The Summer That Was.

On September 19 the camp
directors for 1999 reported
to the Program Sub-
Committee. They told of
their summer experiences at
Moorecroft  with their

work load of the Director
and other staff.

As has been the
case in pervious years
Moorecroft opened its
doors to disadvantaged chil-

campers. Every one of dren and youth. A few
them reported a summer of came from home environ-
good ments
weather, where
safe camp- |, they
ing  and {f sensed
happy they were
campers. n o t
The sum- | wanted.
mer  of |l They
1999 was were in
by all ac- AL camp be-
counts a — cause
good sum- | 4 good character is more valuable | their par-
mer at | tothe worldthan the pyramids. ents or
Moore- guardians
croft. wanted a break. We are

There were of
course the usual problems.
Some campers came unpre-
pared for the life at camp
and acted out their frustra-
tion with the camp or with
their own lives. In some
cases leaders were not ma-
ture enough to handle the
load of leadership and be-
came trainees more than
leaders. This added to the

Moorecroft Camp
1563 Stewart Rd.
Nanoose Bay, B.C.
Y9P 9E7

Phone (250) 468-7511
Fax (250) 468-1867

moorecroft@bc.sympatico.ca

glad to help these children
but to do so, our leadership
must be mature and ade-
quately trained love and
serve children whose expe-
rience at home is not one of
support and love. Moore-
croft is there for these kids.
That is one good reason for
us to continue to support
Moorecroft.

The Long
Range Plan
Moves On.

During the spring and summer
the Sub Committee on Long
Range Planning worked
steadily and hard.

Very early in its life it found
that to do the massive amount
of work a good Long Range
plan would require we would
have to hire help.

It then set out in written form
the tasks it thought a consul-
tant should be asked to do. It
then advertised for proposals
from competent persons. It
had many good applicants
from which to choose. In the
end it selected Maine Consul-
tants of Parksville

It soon became apparent that
the money available would not
pay for the work considered
essential.  The Committee
went back to Conference and
got more financial support .

Ron Maine and his staff have
now started work. Expect to
hear from them soon as they
work on the report.  oth

Money and Such

What? Where N
Mrs. Kennedy: Sumnmer Brief: 1
Long Range Planning
More About Summer Camps 2
Thanks; Maorecrof? needs. 3
4
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CHAPTER S

BROCHURES AND FLYERS

FIRE LIGHTING
Kneel always when you light a fire
Kneel reverently and thankful be
For God’s unfailing charity. (Light fire)
And on the ascending flame inspire
A little prayer, that shall upbear
The incense of your thankfulness
For this sweet grace
of warmth and light !

For here again is sacrifice
For your delight!
Kneel always when you light a fire!
Kneel reverently
And thankful be
For God’s unfailing charity.

Author Unknown

69



¢ OUR MNEW CAMBPSITE

Mé@ﬁgﬁgg? was purchased by the UNITED

CHURCH (B.C. Conlerence)
CAMPING SOCIETY in November 1955 in an cffort 1o provide
urgently needed camping accommodation under the pressure of
the demands ol an increasing population. The Socicty, set up
under provisions established by the Genaul Council of the
United Church of Canada, holds other camp properties as well.
The Society has power to purchase and develop -campsites
dependent on funds being made available by the Church con-
stituency and interested [riends.

MOORECROTIT offers the Church a most desirable and
adequate location for the extension ol a camping program in
the B.C. Conlerence. At this campsite in the years to come oppor-
tunitics for the training ol youth and leaders through a greatly
enriched camping curviculum will be assured 1o all.

Dr. David 1. Forsyth, Exccutive Secretary of the Board of
Christian Education of the United Church ol Canada, has said
“. .. more decisions for Christian living are made in the summer-
time than at any other season of the year. The primary reason
lor such a statement is camping. The greatest religious experience
of my life was partly due to a Church that sent me to & camp,
and a camp w which I could be sent. 1 belicve that Church
Camps are vich in their potential for Christian {ellowship,
Christian leadership and Christian decision.”

This statement underlines what all competent leaders in
Christian Education have constantly aflirmed, that camping is
one of the most effective instruments for the moulding and
shaping ol our youth into the pattern ol Christian citizenship.

Further enquiries and contributions to the UNITED
CHURCH (B.C. Conlerence) CAMPING SOCIETY may
be mide to:

Tur CaHrisnaNn Epvcartion ComManrrer
B. C. CONFERENCE
Uwniten Cnurcr oF CANADA

505 DUuNsSMUIR ST
Vancouver 2, B. C.

T
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Your invitation to:
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SUMMER AT

CAMPING o

ENJOYED BY Ing _‘;@@ﬁag@yﬁ@@ﬁ
FVERYONE! y everyone!

“Come and join the Fun” “Come and join the Fun”

OWNED AND OPERATED BY
OWNED AND OPERATED BY :
UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
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Summer at

‘ 1995

camping enjoyed
by everyone!

"Come and join the Fuh !

. Owned and Operated by’
UNITED CHURCH OF CANABA

Novice

An introduction to camping for 7 and 8 year
olds. Short stay of 2 nights and-3 days packed
with all sorts of fun and adventure.

Paclk Camp

Enjoy spiritual growth while expefiencing the

natural wilderness. The camper will be expected
to carry his/her pack and l:arn” more about
wilderness camping away from the Moorecroft
sie. A truly memorable experience on
Vancouver Island for young men and women
ages 15-18.years. '
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1996
A Camp for All Ages

"Come and have the
experience of a lifetime”

Owned and Operatéd by
UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

v

Family Camp

e For families consisting of-one or more people.
e Some child care available.

¢ Limited number of RV spaces.

o Please usé Family Camp registration form.

LLT

o 2 week Leaders in Training course for people
who want to acquire better cabin leadership
skills

o First week focuses on training.

o Second week will be “in cabin training”,

i.e:; you will be in a cabin with a feader.

o Use standard registration form.

Transportation

Mainland and Powell River campers’can arrange
for pick-up and drop-off at the Nanaimo and
Little River ferry terminals. Fees are $10.00
return to Nanaimo, $20.00 refurn to Little River.
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Hoocd

loorecroft
Camp

Moorecroft
Camp

Summer 99

The Experience
of a Lifetime

Nanoose Bay, BC
1563 Stewart Road
Nanoose Bay, BC VOP 9E7

Telephone: (250) 468-7511
Fax: (250) 468-1867

1563 Stewart Road.,
“Come And Have The Nanoose Bay, BC V9P 9E7

p . . TSR Phone (250) 468-7511
Experience Of A Lifetime Fax (250) 468.1867

Owned and Operated by

Owned and Operated by the
UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

Accredited Member dited
P . s ceredite
B.C. Camping Association Member

BC Camping Association
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UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

@@%K STIAN CAMP

REAT CENTRE

© NANOOSE BAY
BRITISH COLUMBIA
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MOORECROFT CAMP
LADIES CRAFT RETREATS

OCTOBER 1996

FRIDAY 18 - SUNDAY 20
SUNDAY 20 - TUESDAY 22
TUESDAY 22 - THURSDAY 24

Space limited to 25 participants
at each retreat.
Attend one, two, or all three.

Cost - $35.00 per person
$15.00 non-refundable
registration fee included.

Registration deadline, Monday,
October 14th.

Make cheques payable to
Moorecroft Camp
Box 4 , RR2, Stewart Road
Nanoose Bay, BC, VOR 2RO

Participants to arrive at camp for evening
meal (6:00pm) on the first day of retreat.
Retreat ends by 4:30pm on final day.

Photocopy as needed for your friends.

A retreat for ladies wishing to
‘Get away from it all’ for 2 days
without the need to answer the
phone, prepare a meal etc. Bring
along your own crafts to work
on. If your ‘craft’ is reading,
bring your books.

Bring sleeping bags or
bedclothes, pillow(s), our beds
are mostly single bunks. The
sleeping space is heated,
however some spaces are
warmer than others, so pack
accordingly. Personal toiletries,
don’t forget your towel(s) and
facecloth, warm clothes, good
walking shoes and slippers or
inside shoes forin the dining hall.

If you have an easily portable
lamp, extension cord and/or
power bar. Bring them along as
outlets are limited, lighting is not
the best for close work.

37



o
AN
\\\\_ \:‘- g

LS

Paine
R

“FRIDAY v Su NDRY

Qe iS»gﬂ,ﬂm-;@m 17- 1130 em.
1494 or 995 7 |

23



MOORECROFT
Wl b

Wy 19-2&

EACH BROuF o & MUs7 BE
HecOmPRVIED BY #A) ABULT

BANG Yook ENTHASIASH, WARAN 40 TH5S
and  Two DOZEN  CRONIES

PLEASE PHIVE.  POFECRERFT Cans ol #4751/
BEFOKE WAY /3 75 [E7 Us k0w
99



[unaaly

ORI

Eu

e vwwu
R 5

=
.
ot
= - 2
L L gy
L
L
LR
wRmE
et

m....«l,.‘mmua
qnmm.wmam =%
REITE 521228
4 i

FOA
=g
[l
m S
Tt -
~rlfmen? T
+ e o
HEE =
b =
o IJIJW AT
3 =
Hm.wu b
e




/U/\/D/?ﬁrSE& Brocnoes

vou can Help

with.

- Camp

E 5

91



Help raise funds for waterfront and
sports equipment for Moorecroft Camp.

Place coins on tape from
March 4 to April 29.

Who will have the longest tape?
Who waEE raise the mosT money?

Can we bem’ ?hss in 2@@3@
‘How many years will it take
to reach 1 kilometre?

Please, no pennies on the tape, we will gladly accept
your pennies but please not on the tape.
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ometre of
Coins for Camp

Help raise funds to support the
waterfront and sports programs at
Moorecroft Camp. e
Place coins on tape from . 160.73km

. 170.23km : - s2373.77

Who will have the longest tape?
Who will raise the most money?

QAT ey T n TR g s e e R L e T e

=N PR @ TLom P

. $2593.26

Please, no pennies on the tabe, we will gladly accept
your pennies but please not on the tape.




CHAPTER 6

DOWN MEMORY LANE

Below: Catherine Kennedy, “Mrs. K” beloved Caretaker 1971-88
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MARION (SUGDEN) CORBETT REMEMBERS MOORECROFT
OF THE 1940°S in excerpts from a letter dated May 5 2006.

Dear Marilyn,

I am writing some memories I have of Moorecroft when I was a camper in 1940-41-
during the month of August.

The years I was there were critical war time years. It showed through the requirement
for attending in 1941 was a knitted garment. I remember I was handed instructions for a 2
year old boys’ knitted suit, a complicated pattern for a 14 year old.

We travelled from the dock in Nanaimo by bus. The Navy was stationed in Nanoose
Bay, also during the year *41 there were war refugees, sent from Britain. It meant
children 16 and down were scattered across Canada to homes, not necessarily were they
sent to relatives, so for those kids there was a feeling of trauma about the idea. Several
girls came to Moorecroft for a holiday. There were stories told about their memories of
war experiences. One of the children-a girl- Suzanne Holman (7 yrs), daughter of Vivien
Leigh “Gone With the Wind” actress; also Bea Korinan who, with her family, fled
Vienna in 1938, leaving behind valuables etc. in a park. They went to Switzerland, then
somehow got to Spain, across Russia to Shanghai and to Vancouver.

The cost for a month (at camp) was $ 100.00, a fair fee for middle class families.
Swimming, rowing, archery, horseback riding ($ 15.00 extra); we stayed in cabins,
washed up at a shower bath house, walked through the tree to eat up at the top. Things
seemed grandiose, trees huge, trails long. We swam in the Jingle Pot (skinny after
supper), went on rowing sessions with Cox. We had camping overnight. On the beach I
remember we had “Tuck” treats; nose bag lunches on Sunday eve. We had camp fires at
the point, I remember being garbed in my old blanket and headband and going around the
Jingle Point to a Pow Wow. We had time to put on plays, always heard lots of stories
before sleep.

It was wartime with a gas ration so there weren’t side trips. Parent day was special, I
remember a friend, Lois Kennedy from Edmonton receiving a large birthday cake from
family. There were lots of sing songs at meal times, meals were okay. I was homesick, I
remember, and was glad when my parents came on the Open House.

Counsellors were university students; Anna Ruth Finleyson, Monica Sloan, Bobby
Strong, and Pat Hewitt. I made friends that I was in contact with long after; there is one
person who went on to have a high profile in govermment and was active with many
groups. Camp had a profound affect on us with memories, it changed me.

I hope this camping experience on a lovely part of Canada will still be available for
todays children. Bravo to Moorecroft supporters for maintaining it over many years. I’ll
be glad to hear about these activities.

Sincerely
Marion Corbett
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MORE MEMORIES OF THE 1940’S FROM MARION CORBETT
Excerpts from a note written Feb.18, 2008.

In the years 1940-41 I was a camper at Moorecroft (nearly 14 and 15 years of age.
These were the war years with many pressures on families. I was an only child and the
experience of being a camper helped me to develop socially; also, I learned new skills.
Our cabins were basic - no electricity, five girls and one counsellor. Activities were
Archery, tennis, horseback riding, crafts, play productions, rowing boats and swimming.
We had Christmas in July, and sleepovers outside on the beach at Gerald Island. Staff and
Jr. counsellors (six or so), others - nurse, special instructors for activities; a couple of
administrators (fees etc.), and arranging programs; and Miss Gertrude Moore (nickname
Dinty).

It was a glorious experience in an outstanding setting. Impressions — the Jingle Pot
where I learned to swim and row, the greenery and great stands of trees, the memory of
the walk around the Jingle Pot to the campfire. The campers — I remember several
evacuees from Britain and the daughter of the owner of the Wallace Shipping firm.
Counsellors, a Miss Mellish in my cabin; also campers from Ocean Falls — Muriel and
Gwen Lipsey and Muriel Smith. I was definitely moulded by my experience at
Moorecroft with many memories.

Marion Corbett
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Moorecroft Stories

Many were the changes required when the Presbytery took over the camp. Miss Moore
began with the facilities of the original homestead, mostly centred around the playing
field. The water came from wells on the south side, the swampy area to the west of the
playing field which was the garden. The house, a small log building became the kitchen
and present “Green Room “ the dining hall. The road access came in through the playing
field. Miss Moore built cabins where the present cabins, 1 to 12 are located and built a
wash house where the fire stand is past cabin 12 As well she built the Craft Hut, the
Lodge and Miss Moore’s cabin.

On the new camp committee were half a dozen men who assumed responsibility
developing new facilities. Dennet Bryson worked for Bloedel Stewart & Welch as a
property manage, who knew what was available in the various company operations, and
how to obtain it. From the Pulp Mill construction camp he got the dining hall, which was
built on four large cedar timber “sleds™ .Three still hang under the dining hall, the fourth
one was removed and used to drag the Green Room down from the playing field. That
“skid” lay beside road causing the road to be called “Skid Road” The kitchen was built
onto the side of the dining hall. The original cook stoves came from logging camps and
were fueled with wood, and later oil. Splash House # 1 was also hauled from the Pulp
Mill complete with concrete floor and toilets. The north side of that building was for
thirty or more years was the workshop The Caretaker’s House came from the company
town at Great Central Lake.

As well the Office, First Aid, the Directors and cabin 3A were built, plus the Lodge was
lengthened and the ceiling raised two feet. This required money and volunteers. Work
parties frequently numbered 50 as the Presbytery got behind their new camp.

A new road was built connecting to Stewart Road and a Hydro line put in from the
Dorcas Point Road. This line was difficult to maintain as there was no road alongside so
in time of an outage service was done on foot. Later this was changed to Stewart Road.
In the early years there was a plan to close in the bay to make swimming pool. This led
to the construction of the “dyke” as a test, at a cost of just under $1,000.00. That plan
was dropped when it was realized that a pool would kill all the inter-tidal sea life and
would limit boats to the bay. The dyke has withstood the test of the storms.

In 1969 a contract was let to build the # 2 Splash house. In 1970 a school bus was
purchased for $ 125.00, Barry Forbes to rebuild an engine for it. A work party was held
to sand and paint “Esmarelda” with Sherry Mitchel Painting Moorecroft on the side in
“flintstone” letters. The first wave of improvements was complete.

ART Skipsey
MARCcH 2008
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The evolution of camping;

Through the years a great variety of camps have been offered to meet the needs of a
changing society . In the beginning most camps were an extension of activities or
programs within the congregations, whereas today programs draw from the broader
society, instead of Sunday School the campers are often sponsored by social agencies.
Does that lessen the value or does it increase it as a tool of evangelism in a secular
world.?

What a wonderful variety that has been offered. Here are a few

Presbytery weekend was lively at Moorecroft, complete with singing grace just as at
youth camps. But the best part was when sessions were done, members gathered in the
lodge for a square dance, music provided by the members. Dorn Cornish did a good job
of getting his notes from a wash tub.

For those that like to keep right on camping there was the “Keen Agers” camp, that was
mostly spirited pensioners. They indulged in all the regular activities, swimming,
boating, campfires, crafts etc. 1 don’t recall a sports day.

Music camp was well attended for several years. Campers could choose from band to
choral plus crafts and waterfront activities. Often the last night was time for a concert and
often a play. Photography was also very popular

Senior co-ed was often the last camp of the summer, allowing the young people to work
at a summer job but take the last week off to attend camp, not to end up totally deprived
of camping. Some serious soul searching sometimes led to alter calls and a commitment
to Christ.

Junior co-ed was a more recent innovation, reflecting a trend in the education system.
This often accommodated family holidays that permitted parents to send the kids to the
same camp and enjoy some meaningful R & R themselves..

Family camps were offered mostly in the “shoulder” seasons, especially for work
parties. They were encouraged to bring their R Vs to augment camping accommodation.

Because of his history of “outward bound” type Boy Scout camps , Fro Affleck
convinced Art Skipsey to lead the “Senior Boys Pack Camp” He was able to draw from
the scouting family for experienced leaders who had so much fun and adventure that
there was always an ample number of leaders, who mostly came back for several years as
did many of the boys. It was quite different taking a group of unknown strengths and
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experience to leading a scout group where the boys were both known and tested. With
this in mind a route was chosen along the Beaufort Range, from Horne Lake to
Cumberland. This was chosen so that in case of serious problems help could be found by
descending to the Alberni Valley to the West or to the houses on the East coast In
planning it was arranged to access the mountain via logging roads at either end. As the
time approached both of these offers were withdrawn as the camp bus did not have air
brakes and the road was considered too steep. To cover the distance meant hiking long
hours some days.

The routine was for the campers to arrive after lunch on the first day. The time was
spent checking for appropriate gear, removing unnecessary items, forming cabin groups
and explaining procedures. After breakfast on the second day the food and equipment
was distributed and packs checked for weight. The goal was to have the boys carrying 25
to 30 pounds depending on their size and the leaders, 50 pounds. The provisions were
checked very carefully as once on the trail there was no chance to make up for
deficiencies. Besides the groceries ordered Mrs. K made up a good quantity of granola,
which proved to be “lifesaver”

The second day was a critical one where the condition and the spirit of the hikers became
evident. This meant establishing a hiking order and moving the slowest ones to the front
of the line. Hiking lasted this trip until 10 P M. when camp was made on an old logging
road. It was decided that three of the boys were not up to the trip. Then the decision had
to be made whether they could be trusted to follow the logging road down to the highway
or did a lfeader need to accompany them. In the morning it was decided to send them on
their own with instructions to phone the camp.

The daily routine was to arise at 6 A M and to finish breakfast and be on the trail by

8 A M. After hiking for two hours a break was called where a serving of granola was
distributed. Then followed two more hours of hiking before making lunch. On the third
day the boys were starting to read nature. They would announce that they could smell
snow ahead. The top of the Beaufort is sub-alpine, offering enough clearings to make it
good hiking. There were also challenges. On the fourth day Art stopped to survey the
route down a steep slope. Behind him were three boys that the leaders thought had been
“shanghaied” off the streets of Vancouver. There language was rough so they earned the
tag of the Three Mouthkateers. While standing there, behind Art, one said “ this would
be a good place to push him over.” Then after a long pause another said “ Yeh, but how
would we get back.”

On the 5™ day Don Brooks stuck up a hiking song, to the tune of the Jamaican Rum
song, to tell of our challenges, which referred to as the Granola song. We added verses
pertinent to each trip for the next 12 years. An example:

We hike all day in the heather beds

But sleep at night with a rock at our head
Chorus:

Oh No Oh No a little granola and on we go
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Art Skipsey say climb to the top
Roger Whitmee say we gotta stop

Chorus

The trip should have been one day longer to make up for the loss of the road access at
either end but push we did. The last day was hard on feet as we several miles on logging
roads, giving some blisters as souvenirs . Jerry was to meet the gang at lake above
Cumberland with the camp bus, Esmarelda. He asked Art’s son Joe who was lifeguard at
the camp when he should expect the hikers, who were scheduled to arrive at 3 P M. Joe
predicted within two hours. Jerry took extra food and blankets just in case. They arrived
at 4 P M, tired but happy.

After 12 years this camp was cancelled because of falling registrations, reflecting
changes in society. Jack and Noreen Keen led some less challenging teen co-ed camps
but these too were later dropped. The evolution of camping continues.

RART Skipsey
MARCH Qo083
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Waterfront

Water attracts most everyone, including campers and residents of Vancouver Island.
Moorecroft has prime waterfront plus a unique tidal bay. Rowboats were one of the assets
specified in the purchase of Moorecroft, and quite a variety of craft have been added on
several occasions. The first were 8 foot plywood flatties made by volunteers. Many
campers learned to row these small vessels around the bay and were raced in “regattas”
Another popular addition were the paddleboards again made by volunteers. For the first
20 years each winter the boats were stored under the craft hut, dining hall or lodge
requiring muscles and trucks to move them Boats were a high maintenance item as boats
were more likely to be dragged than carried to the water. In the early 60s a large ramp
was built using decking from the assembly wharf in Port Alberni. This brought two more
problems, it floated at high tide and built up slippery slime malaing for good sliding but
poor footing. This was remedied in 1979 when concrete footings were poured and alder
sleepers bolted on top for planking for a narrow ramp to slide the boats on while the users
walked on the gravel. Alder was chosen because torredos that devour wood do not like
alder, this proved by more than 25 years use. Windfall timber was towed to an assembly
point, foaded on Alex Turner’s farm truck and hauled a small mill in Qualicum Beach.
One large “peeler” log was beach combed from Gerald Island. This required first taking
the Forest Ranger, Harley Norberg to examine the log to verify that because of torredos
the log had no commercial value. This log when sawn gave very good planks that
provided the floor for the boat house. Through such scrounging the ramp and the boat
house were constructed for only $300.00. Labour for the boathouse was chiefly from the
boys at the Senior Boys Pack re-union.

The swimming float was another high maintenance feature. Again the torredos could eat
away the logs in as little as 6 years. This happened when McMillan & Boedel gave a
number of logs for a new float.. This entailed a slow towing job to bring the logs from
Northwest Bay using an eleven foot boat and a twenty horsepower outboard. A new float
was constructed only to find the buoyancy was eaten away in 6 years. Sliding new logs
under the float was not easily done.

One day arriving at Horseshoe Bay Art Skipsey looked enviously at the large tubular
floats used to guide the ferries into the dock. On his retum he shared his vision with the
camp treasurer Jim Robertson, an M & B employee. Jim was able scrounge some bent
mobile spar tubing 28 inches in diameter, 3/8 inch thick, allowing the construction of the
steel float on the shore , below cabin 7. A pattern was made to cut end tubes to fit to the
side tubes. A welder was hired to weld the tubes in place. When assembled this float
weighed 7 tons. The whole structure was painted with a black gum to prevent rust. Logs
were placed under float to act as rollers and more logs were placed between the road and
the beach to form a ramp. Then the float was slowly pushed forward. As it reached the
ramp and gained speed a great cheer went up. Then the float caught on something and
swung against a cedar tree. { the scar is still on the tree}. The float had to be winched
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back up and start the trip again.. After a year the float was beached at the far end of the
bay, jacked up so scratches could be recoated with gum. Since that first year if has
remained in the water, when the tide is in, and muscles and barnacles allowed to grow.

Swim tests occurred from the float. For the first 35 years access to the float was by
walking a log. This appeared a bigger challenge to the leaders than to the campers, but
eventually led to the building of a ramp with railings to access the float. Use of the float
was permitted only when a lifeguard was on duty.

In 1968 a scout group from Vancouver installed an aerial tram across the bay, between an
arbutus tree near the Craft Hut and a fir tree near the barbeque site. This was operated
only at high tide in case a camper fell they would land in the water. Before being
allowed to ride across the person had to pass a hang test to be sure they had arm strength.
The person would slide down the slope to the north shore and either drop into the water
or hang on until pulled back to the launch platform.

Boats were restricted to the inner bay except by arrangement. Excursions using the
clinker built boats were allowed, often to Gerald Island for a “camp-out”. They were
escorted by a power boat incase of problems. When a 27 foot ex-navy whaler was
brought into service it added a new element of sailing and also boat rides for junior
campers. This boat had a lifesaving capacity of 25 adults. For several years a sailing
camp was run for senior boys, using several borrowed boats, some as small as Sabots.

The waters of the straits deserve respect. In the early years some campers became storin

bound on Gerald Island. The pioneer who lived on the island ferried them back to the
camp safely but on his return trip his boat floundered and he drowned.

ART Skkipsey
MARCH a008
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Moorecroft
My memories.
Disclaimer.

My involvement with Moorecroft covers a very short portion of its
62 years as a United Church camp. Most of what I know of its
history is knowledge acquired by somebody else’s experience, and
their telling of it.

What I do tell of my memory is also suspect since I have destroyed
printed records that would reveal dates and details that a fickle
memory cannot recall or does not recall accurately. Dates and
people using my memory as a reference point for a permanent
record of the camp’s life are to be treated with extreme caution.

A try at remembering

I believe the United Church of Canada purchased Moorecroft from
Gertrude Moore in the early 1950s. I did not become a member of
Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery until my appointment to Campbell
River United Church in July of 1960. The congregation in
Campbell River and of myself as its minister had only peripheral
contact with Moorecroft. The travel distance mandated against
involvement in short-term events at Camp. As I recall, the
Presbytery did have oversight of the camp, but exercised it very
loosely. So I cannot remember Moorecroft has being important in
the life of that congregation I’m sure the same was true for those
points in the Presbytery that were not within easy driving distance
of the campsite: Port Hardy, e.g. -Alert Bay, Tofino-Ucluelet,
Ahousat, Bamfield,

From 1964, when I moved to Prince Rupert to be Superintendent
of Missions until 1987, when I came to Port Alberni I was not
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resident in Comox Naniamo Prespressebytery and had no
involvement with Moorecroft and knew almost nothing of its
operation.

My involvement with Mooreroft began in a tentative way. When I
accepted a posting to St. Andrews, United Church in Port Alberni
in 1987. For my first few years in the Port Alberni I was heavily
involved in the Presbytery being its chairman. Difficulties were
being experienced around t/e issue. Then for me there followed a
couple of years of heavy involvement at the Conference level of
church political life culminating in a year as President of
Conference.

When I finally retired in 1992. I had time to devote to the Ministry
at Moorecroft. I began to attend the monthly Saturday work
parties, and occasionally trips between work parties. Edward
Spencer was then chairman of the grounds committee and was
responsible for overseeing the work being done on the physical
components of the campsite.

There were certain regulars at work parties. Ian Potts routinely
brought a carload or more of men from Comox-Courtenay;
Spencers of Port Alberni where routinely there; and frequently a
carload or more came from Nanaimo’s three Churches.
Ladysmith;(Dave Stringer was too ill by then to be acctive).
Chemanus; Cedar; Qualium Beach was also routinely represented
by Joe and/or Art Skipsy. Parksville provided space for the board
meetings, but I do not recall names of persons from Parksville
regularly at the work parties

Mrs. Kennedy had just retired ending her long-term service as

resident Camp Manager and Joe Wallace had stepped down as
chairman of the Moorecroft Camp Committee.
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The committee struggled to find a Manager who was competent,
able and willing to manage the camp on the salary the committee
felt it could pay That proved to be a daunting task. It seemed to
me that the enthusiasm for the camp suffered adversely. Finances
at Camp were affected as was the ability to recruit an adequate
supply of enthusiastic camp Ieaders who were willing to be trained
for the difficult task of leading summer camps.

It was probably in 1995 or 96, that I began to attend Moorecroft
Camp management committee meetings. The officers of the
committee, and a few who had been attending these meetings for
many months or years understood what was going on and did a
very competent job. But the membership of the committee
appeared to me to be very chaotic. Each congregation was to send
a representative. That representative was not consistently the same
person. When there was an important issue about which a
congregation was concerned there was a delegation perhaps 3.4,5
or more people from one congregation came to argue their case
and congregations that were not concerned may not have any
representation.

Some of the old-timers and faithful members of the committee
took sabbatical leave or pursued careers that took them out of the
area. Dr. John Potts, and his wife Kathy Ileft for a term of service
in Africa. John had been secretary of the committee, and John and
Kathy had led summer camps. And many who took their place
while full of enthusiasm lacked experience or knowledge of the
camp history. I began to feel the structure of the committee was
not helping long-term planning and current management to the
extent that it should. I felt others shared my concern, and we
began to work on a new constitution for the committee. I lacked
the experience of camp life to fully appreciate the implication that
history held for future planning. Fortunately, I had the very able
help Ian Potts and others. We finally presented a detailed draft of
what we thought the committee would look like and how it would
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function. One change called for a rather small Committee of
persons elected to serve for two or three or four years. We hoped
thereby to enable fast and informed decision-making. We hoped
that the smaller committee composed of members serving over a
longer period of time would find the directors more creatively
involved in camp activities We also called for Presbytery to name
two persons to the board thus formalising and assuring Presbytery
involvement.

Perhaps the biggest change anticipated was that the Moorecroft
Committee would become a registered society with considerable
independence from Presbytery and thus making it easier to raise
funds outside of the Church structure. When legal counsel
suggested to us that perhaps should specify that all members of the
proposed society board be named by Presbytery. I could see no
advantage in registering as a society as the church relation to the
camp would not drastically change and I perceived that to be one
of the problems.

During my active association with the camp I twice served as cabin
leader for junior boys camps. In both occasions, program manager
for the camp had experienced difficulty in recruiting sufficient
leadership to run a safe camp. In both cases, I volunteered, very
close to the opening of camp. In one case, I think perhaps three
days. If there had been any training. I did not share in it and so
lacked a clear vision of what the fundamental purpose of the camp
and the methods to be used to achieve the goals were. In both
camps | was a late draft to the chaplaincy, and thus had to do my
planning for that role on a day by day basis while at Camp with its
other duties and distractions

At least three times in the years I was associated with Moorecroft a
committee was struck to study Moorecroft and make
recommendations for its future. Cynically I say that in each case
committee came back and reported exactly what everybody already
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knew —that the campsite was an excellent campsite and very
valuable to the church but its potential was not being fully
realized,-that the facilities of the camp needed upgrading and more
money needed to be spent on leadership and program development
One committee recommended that some selective logging be done
on the site to generate income. That suggestion was hotly debated
within the committee, and the opposition was so intense that no
action was taken at that time.

At a later time, an agreement was struck with the Presbytery to
raise $150,000 for the camp.--half of it to be raised by the
Presbytery and half by the camp committee. Ian Potts, did some
noble work in raising funds out of the Comox Valley the camp
committee raised the small portion of its money by selectively
logging taking out mature trees and trees that were a hazard to
hikers on the campsite. Neither party came close to the agreement
to raise its quota.

At a later date, money was secured from BC conference to undergo
professional study of the site. That study when completed
commented on suitability of the site and reported a consensus of
opinion amongst those consulted that the site needed to be
upgraded with modern camping facilities. That study cost in the
neighbourhood of $50,000 and would require about a million or
more to implement. Nobody was ever found who could or would
raise the money needed.

In spite of all its difficulties Moorecroft still remains a very special

place for almost every person who experienced a camp or function

at that remarkable sight purchased from Miss Moore some 60 years
o. My own mother, who in her 70° went to camp as a girl’s

cabln leader and served in that capacity in three or four Church

camps stated at one time, “Moorecroft is the best campsite the

Church has™.”
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STORIES ABOUT MOORECROFT FROM MOLLIE STRINGER

1:Dave Stringer and I ( his wife) started going to Moorecroft about 1957, ( I remember
well as my son was in my womb at the time ). I remember going to where the old dining
room was near the “now playing field “ and where the pellet range is, and having
breakfast; well, hotcakes anyway and maybe it was lunch. Bill Van Druten, an early
minister at Brechin church was sitting on our side of the table — one long table - as the
large plate of pancakes came, and this “ young man “ between Bill Van Druten and me,
took his fork and plunged it into the platter of pancakes, spearing them all and plunking
them down on his plate! Bill Van Druten said “ Look at that deer over there®, and as the
young man looked Bill Van Druten plunged his fork into the lads stack of pancakes

and put them back on the platter and sent them around the table and the young lad got
none till more were made.

2: We had many years of going to Moorecroft. Early on Gwen Johnston and I and Cora
Skipsey and other Explorer Leaders took our Explorer groups for a long weekend
(Friday afternoon - Sunday late afternoon), we would have Explorer groups with their
leaders from all over the Presbytery and had all the cabins from 1-12 in use and Craft
House, and Kennedy Lodge and “Cook Out*“ and waterfront got huge use - especially the
Cabins and Dining Hall. The camp would be full and such hilarity and good fun. Many
happy memories made.

3: One very memorable time for Gwen Johnston and me was sleeping in Craft hut and
mice running over our faces in the night. “Craft Hut “has so many memories for us as all
groups did crafts in their home groups and we learmed each others crafts, songs, skits and
games at camp. A hilarious joyous time.

4: How the Dining Hall came to be Stringer Hall:

Dave Stringer was totally devoted to keeping the camp up. All the years when he was in
AQOTS (mens group) he and the men of Ladysmith - Chemainus AOTS groups made one
of their projects to keep up the cabins at Moorecroft. Each church had a cabin or two to
maintain. Cabins 1 and 2 were Ladysmith-Chemainus at that time and they rebuilt these
two cabins.

Also Dave, being a builder and by hobby, a “general fix-it” man and one who
appreciated all Catherine Kennedy was as the Caretaker of Moorecroft, took it upon
himself to answer the call when Catherine would phone-even in the night ( freezing
weather ) and say “ The pipes have frozen “ or “ There’s a tree down on line “, and Dave
would get up and go up to Moorecroft to help fix it. When Dave passed away in 1987 his
memorial service said “If you wish to give a memorial gift-please give it for Ladysmith
United Church or to Moorecroft Camp. So much money came in for Moorecroft that the
Camp Committee completely renovated the Dining Hall and named it “Stringer Hall”,
what a lovely remembrance of Dave.

5: Emie Jackson of Chemainus congregation, Gwen Johnston and Dave were

faithful servants of Moorecroft Camp Committee meetings for years and years. Gwen
was Secretary and Dave and Emie on Maintenance or Project Supervisor. Every 4
Monday, at 6:00P.M. Ernie would come over to our place and they would go to Gwens,

109



and taking turns as driver, they would drive to Moorecroft meetings (usually at Parksville
or Qualicum (old church) and not get home till midnight. Moorecroft Committee people
were sure dedicated and they all were working people - hardly home from their day jobs,
but Moorecroft was so important. Dedicated people.

6: “Keen Agers®

Another memory I have about Moorecroft is that of “Keen Agers Camp”. This was a
week (I think it was a week long event) that was started sometime around 1986. I was
asked to lead one of these Keen Ager camps, a good experience. People of ““ Retirement
Age”, men and women ( married couples in some cases ) came to stay at the camp; some
for a full week, some for a couple of days.We had speakers, like one on various kinds of
trees that are growing in the Moorecroft area; one on marine life and examining shells,
creatures, plants etc. on the ocean floor and tide line; one on sea life around Moorecroft
(1e seals, walrus, birds, fish); and one on trails and plants in the walk area. Also one night,
a speaker on sky and stars. We had discussions, book sharing, and lots of good food., a
great week and I found leading it (getting speakers etc.) a great experience.

7: Meals and “Souper Supper” Early Years

Meals when Catherine Kennedy was resident “Manager and Chief” were something to
be remembered. No costly pizza, but lots of porridge and “left over” porridge which later
became cookies. Lots of apples and other “in season” fruits and of course, hotcakes and
syrup and the perennial favourite “hot dogs”. “Cookouts” of course have always been
special and as far as I can remember, always with the bonfire at the “cook out” place
there by the waterfront near Vesper Point.

Of course campfires have always been a favourite time and place for every camp, and
the lighting of the candles and setting them “out to sea” on their “logs”- pieces of wood-
as we sang “Day is done, gone the sun, from the lakes, from the hills, from the sky. All is
well, safely rest, God is nigh. Often tears as campers left to go home having made
wonderful new friends and lifelong memories.

“Souper Supper” went annually for years-for as long as I can remember. Early on each
church provided salads, six pies and 6 dozen buns. Margaret Wallace and I cut up pies
and served them for years. I also remember chopping veggies for soups - ask Myrtle
Spencer - she knows lots about “Souper Suppers”. I understand that the Skipseys and
others got the clams and oysters from the sea beds at Moorecroft. Myrtle and Co. knew
we should have 4-6 kinds of soups. I think we charged $ 7.00 for each adult and $ 20.00
for a family, children under 5 ate for free.

Mollie Stringer
March 2008
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ALICE POTTS REMEMBERS

Lying awake early this morning, my mind started wandering, as minds do-- the early acquaintance with
the camp---Went back to our early years here. We’ve been in Courtney 50 years this past summer!!!!
Somehow it is all tied up with AOTS mens group; and the influence of those early workers at the camp.
Anyway, at the breakfast table I opened the subject up and Ians mind is going like a trip hammer and he is
now sitting down and making a diagram---so, something is on its way!

Dennet Bryson, Bruce Coleman, Emie Jackson from Chemainus, and of course Dave Stringer. Ian first
met Dave at a work party and they were putting the foundations under the dining hall. Ian dared to pick up
and use one of Daves tools without asking permission!!! Not done! We lived in a little house 2 miles
south of Courtney for ten years. All these guys used to visit us there. I remember Bill Van Druten calling
by, for instance.

It all comes back to the Mens Groups at the churches, doesn’t it? The work groups are an outgrowth of
that.

Ian was complaining here not long ago about women running the church now. So, I said, then get the
mens group started again. It had been going but petered out. So, this year, they’re back having breakfast
gatherings one Saturday a month and last month there were 17 fellows out.

So, something is on its way.

Marg Attwell and her CGIT camps.

Hartley Rollins brought school groups down for years then quit when hired staff was inadequate and
didn’t know how to cooperate with a camp director!

Memories from Mrs. K.!

Ian directed Jr.Boys with Tom Pagdin.

Tom and Mae Pagdin, their son Ross used to maintain the van each year—remember that? He operated a
truck repair shop at the time and would overhaul the van.

Alice Potts
March 2008
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MUSINGS FROM IAN

I have been thinking back a great deal on the short history of Moorecroft under the
Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery...about 1950 to the present time, and am seeing it as a huge
tree with a wide base, heavily rooted in the Christian base, tapering upward to a small
diameter being blown about in the wind of change, and the whole tree at risk of being
blown over! ... ... ... ...

Here is a brief outline of this “time line”, as my own narrow view perceives, beginning
at the base, and continuing upward... ...

I have a multitude of vignettes from the 1950’s base line to the present, covered with
slides, videos, and stories, naming of individuals, concerns etc. None of these extracts
should be taken out of the big picture, to my way of thinking, until we glance at the time
line. They would have little effect taken individually and would become just curiosities...
...how useful?

Anyway, here goes... .....

1950’s....Rev. Moses arouses interest in Presbytery, as Miss Moore wishes to pass the
camp to them, in trust, for use to youth. AOTS members and other church mens groups
get behind the move, shift MacMillan Bloedel’s bunkhouses in, and the heavy work
parties begin.....
This is the heyday of the camping time, encouraged by the ending of WW 2. Depression
time remembered by parents, lots of tasks for male participation, with young sons and
daughters to fill the camper slots! Jr. And interimediate boys and leaders available,
outdoor privies, group sharing of food at camp, always a volunteer lifeguard in addition
to male leaders, full use of the camp, shoreline and beyond to Gerald Island, and the
forest behind... ... ... work parties full bore on basic physical improvements. Etc. AOTS
and Mens Groups in full swing in United Churches.

1960’s... ..... ... New Curriculum in 1963... ... Liberal theology, small split in
developing congregations. .. ... but full camping continues... ... Cultus,Ocean Park,
Moorecroft bring lots of kids from the mainland, good leadership especially in Jr.and
Interntmediate Boys, good outings along shoreline and in the forest, crafts based on
natural materials,(every boy has a jackknife) etc. Rope swings and slingshots used in the
forest, real singing at Campfire with skilled guitar music, (I could write a book on that!)
Hippie movement begins and youth begins to question everything including
Christianity....

1970’s... ... Charismatic influence in the United Churches, C.O.M. (Cultis, Ocean
Park, Moorecroft) dwindling... diminished mens groups and AOTS.....more difficult to
obtain leaders etc.

Camp used as a base camp by Skipsey (a good thing!) Co-ed becoming popular....( It
ruined boys camps, in my opinion!) Presbytery losing interest... ... (begun earlier)
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Maintenance needed with small response from men. Camp leaders of poor quality and
background (apart from isolated few “gems”)

1980’s... ... ... More of the same... ... needed funding shortfall... youth seemingly
losing interest in camping under some discomfort(!!) Campfire time more hysteria and
shouting from lack of leadership... ... Camp needs fulfilled by outside renting. ..

... boating equipment upgraded by dedicated men and congregations... ... Leadership
aging... ... increasing costs in “hiring” summer staffs (a constant dilemma),,,,,, prior
leadership aging. Higher costs by Health and other inspections needed. .. ... Camp
Committee in sometimes disarray!!! Presbytery backing off from solid support.

1990’s... ... More of the same... ... Big Question... ... What can we do? How do we get
good leadership? What is happening? Overworking leadership that we have followed by
discouragement and lack of appreciation by Presbytery... ... new generation of campers
does not seem to fit the old methods... ... (no jackknives, for instance!)

2000’s... ... What to do with the Camp? Conference desires sale... ... great resistance
by “sacred Few”... ... ...the future of Camping Ministry seriously questioned....

So, hopefully, all is in Gods hands, Whose Hands are our hands! ... ... ...

Ian Potts
March 1, 2008
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Mrs. K at Moorecroft

My Mother took over Caretaker and Camp Register, after my Father passed away in
1971, and lived and worked here for eighteen years, and enjoyed the beauty being there,
to watch over the camp and all the goings on there. I always wished she had written
down her memories and thoughts about her time there.

She lived most of the off season with her beloved dog, Leo, a collie whom she inherited
from Peter and Lynn Newberry from Nanaimo. My Sister, Mary Lou lived with them
while she went to Nanaimo High School.

Leo and the Cat, and Mother would take daily trips down through the camp seeing that
everything was in order, and on several occasions she would retum to the house missing
thecat. So it was back down through the camp to finally find the cat in the Upper
Splash-house.

One day, a young German Shepherd dog arrived at the camp Mom tried several times to
find his owners, and when she did , she found out that they didn’t want a dog anymore.
So he became “Stranger” . He and Leo became buddies, both of them were company
for Mom. Mom went to my Brother’s for Christmas and when she came home she found
that Leo had passed away . It was like Stranger knew he was sent to protecther. He
took over Leos’ duties of companion, on walks, and making friends with the campers.
Both of these dogs were in their glory in the summertime when there was always a kid or
two that loved to throw a stick for them. Stranger, also like to pick up rocks and have
someone throw them for him too.

She enjoyed getting to know so many children coming to the camp and also all the
different staff members that helped make things easier for her during the summer. Some
of the kids became her “Special Kids”, and a couple caine to live with her afterwards
.She often talked about the different ones from time to time and also enjoyed many visits
with them either at the camp or after she moved to Osoyoos.

Mom enjoyed being there, she liked being near where my Dad had passed away, she was
near my husband and I in Parksville and after my Sister got married , and moved to
Osoyoos, and had family of her own . Mom made many trips to visit the Grandchildren
there or in Terrace with my Brother’s family.

Mom was able to move to Osoyoos and live in her “tin box in an Apple Orchard (she
loved apples ) and even had a chance to pick one off a tree, at Christmas, that was
missed when it was harvested in the fall.

She became a member of the Osoyoos United Church there and worked in the Thrift
Shop there for 10 years.

Mom passed away, in August 1999.

Submitted by Jean Dingsdale
July 08
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MARY GALLOWAY REMEMBERS

In 1958 Mrs. Polly Kellington from the Powell River United Church, Mrs. Veach from
the Westview United, and myself from the Cranberry United Church went over to
Moorecroft as CGIT leaders. We flew over to Comox, 1n a 2 seater plane along with
some girls from these three churches in Powell River. We were met at the airport by
members of the United churches on the Island and taken to Moorecroft. This was before
we had ferry accommodations to the Island.

Mrs. Kellington was made “House Mother”, I think it was called. A few of the leaders
stayed in a house on the hill at the far side of Jingle Pot Bay, as it was called at that time.
There were 4-6 girls to a cabin and my girls were not from the Powell River area.

We had bible sessions, crafts, sports, etc. time out, and sing songs. Every evening hot
chocolate and cookies were served to the girls, they always seemed so hungry, like all
young people. The last evening we had a service at the edge of the bay at high tide; all
had to make a little raft, if  remember right, with a candle attached. The candle was lit
and the little raft set afloat. They all came away 1n high spirits.

Mary Galloway
March 2008
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MARLENE CMIKIEWICZ REMEMBERS 1961

Set in Nanoose Bay, B.C., far from the noise of town or city, Moorecroft United
Church camp is nestled deep in the forest (or so it seemed to me) and opens out on the
ocean to a small bay, a most beautiful setting, especially when it was bathed in sunshine.
As you entered the camp you could see the Managers house on the left, the office directly
ahead, and behind that the washrooms with showers and off to the right and up a small
hill stood the large dining hall and kitchen. The cabins were just beyond the office
surrounded by trees and the ruggedness of rocks. It is still the same today! A paradise for
children who go there for a weeks vacation.

1961 was my first year in Canada. I had immigrated from England in July1960 to
Ucluelet on the West Coast of Vancouver Island, and spent that first summer working at
Moorecroft to help clear off a few debts. Like all the staff, I was given a cabin to live in,
not much in comfort, but adequate and camp style. Our days were long, but we enjoyed
being in such beautiful countryside. On warm evenings after work we would swim 1n the
ocean where fluorescent bubbles would bubble up around us, especially where the water
was warin. It was so relaxing with the sunset of reds, yellows, and orange painting the
sky; the blue of the mountains off in the distance and the forest surrounding us.
Sometimes the campers would be singing at the campfire. We felt at one with God and
His world.

The camp day began very early for the workers. There were four of us in the kitchen,
cook, the cooks helpers, and two kitchen aids, of which I was one and a young First
Nations woman was the other. We were up and in the kitchen by 6:30am to prepare
breakfast for the young people and their leaders. They would usually have cereal, a
cooked breakfast, toast, juice, and maybe fruit. Everything was cooked on a stove that
was fed with wood all day long, and on hot days that could be unbearable, but the food
had to be cooked for the many hungry children! Later came a snack with fruit so we were
kept busy, but I believe every cabin took a turn to help with clean up. My memory is abit
fuzzy there, but I can’t think how it could all have been done without some help! They
often had a picnic mid-day which helped with the dishes since we didn’t have a
dishwasher then. Then there was a hot dinner in the evening, and after dishes there was
always cocoa and cookies to prepare for the campfire.

There was swimming, rowing, canoeing and I believe archery for the children as well
as learning about God and leaming how to get along with each other. The camp fire times
seemed to be the favourite with most everyone.

It was a fun place to be, but all was not fun in the kitchen as cook was a real slave
driver, especially if she didn’t like you. Unfortunately for me, [ was often in her bad
books, mainly because she didn’t like English people. She thought that I felt above doing
hard work (why would I work 1n a kitchen if I wanted to slack off?!!!) so she gave me the
toughest jobs such as, cleaning out burned food on the huge cooking pots, or scrubbing
the splintered wooden floor on my hands and knees, and cleaning all the lowest shelves
where the heaviest pots were kept. I was as determined as she was, to show her I could do
all she asked and not complain, though there were times when unseen tears of humiliation



ran down my face when she would criticize me in front of visitors. However, she was an
excellent cook and the kids had great food and she made sure that the children were well
looked after.

I did complain to the United Church Minister because the young First Nations woman
received less pay than me, but was doing equally as much. I was to understand that this
wasnone of my business! That may be true but it still did not make it right.

Moorecroft holds a special place in my heart, a place where children can learn about
God, perhaps for the first time, with the help of their Leaders, camp songs, the Bible
stories and being with new friends and old. The atmosphere of love and the over
whelming beauty of God’s nature must have stayed with many children for a long time
after they left for home. May there always be a Moorecroft!

Submitted by Marlene Cmikiewicz
March 3 2008

W



MEMORIES FROM DOROTHY MALLETT ATKINSON

In 1961, my brother, Rev. Percival H. Mallett, was the minister at Cliffe Avenue
United Church in Burnaby; his wife Kay Jones Mallett was a public health nurse. Mac
and I lived in North Vancouver and belonged to the Highlands United Church there. Kay
phoned one day to say that her older daughter Ethel, aged 10, was planning to go to the
United Church camp on Vancouver Island, Kaye was going as camp nurse and taking her
younger daughter, aged 8, with her. Would I consider going as a camp counsellor and
taking my daughter Pam, aged 7, as company for her cousin Phyllis?

Itwas a lovely warm summer and the camp property was so beautiful! I helped with
the camp song leading at meal times in Stringer Hall and at the campfires, a big circle in
the woods at night, after a twilight service at Vesper Point. I also helped as a lifeguard at
the swimming at the lagoon, as I had my lifesaving bronze medallion. We also had a
clearing for softball and other games. My cabin #4 contained 3 sets of 2-tiered bunk beds
for sleeping bags for 6 campers. I had my own single bed. A splash house with toilets and
showers was nearby. Before breakfast we had a short worship service in the outdoor
chapel. After breakfast we spent time in our own special place in the woods with Bible
Study and a special curriculum set out by the United Church .After lunch everyone
looked forward to Tuck. On Sunday we had morning service at the outdoor chapel and
Vesper service in the evening at Vesper Point.

At the 2006 Open House at Moorecroft, Pam and I wandered all over, reminiscing in
all the old places. Cabin # 4 had glass in the windows now;, when we were there we had
rolled down canvas! Everything else was the same, especially Vesper Point, a magical
place. I wish to have my ashes scattered from there when I die!

Respectfully submitted,
Dorothy Mallet Atkinson

March 2008
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THE ELEVENTH HOUR

We were down to the wire that summer of 1978. The Moorecroft Camp
Committee had ruled that all cabin leaders must be in place no later than seven days prior
to the camp going-in, and we were still short two cabin leaders for the Intermediate Boys’
Camp. This was my third year as Leadership Coordinator for the Camp Committee and
this camp had been the hardest ever to staff. Believe me, [ was praying — hard. I had
followed-up on every possible leader I could think of, or whom anyone suggested — and
we were still short. It looked as if a dozen boys would be disappointed.

At the “eleventh hour,” I received two phone calls — and the last two leaders were
in place! Imagine my relief, delight, and thankful heart.

During that period, Fro Affleck was Chair of the Camp Committee, and every
September she hosted a potluck dinner at her home for all the summer camp directors and
Camp Committee members. Following the feast, we would evaluate our swnmer camp
experiences and record the “rainbows and crosses™ to guide future planning.

Just before the dinner, I was walking down the Afflecks’ hallway, and
encountered Fro’s husband, Rev. George Affleck.

George said, “Hello, Mae. How did your summer go? Did you find enough
leaders for the camps?”’

My heart leapt, my eyes widened, and I told him about the incredible answer to
my prayer.

George just smiled and said, “Mae, why are you surprised?”

Mae Pagdin
March 11, 2008
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LOVE CONQUERS ALL

A car drove into camp and stopped at the Office where I was waiting to welcome
late-comers. A 13 year-old girl (I will call her Stella), dressed in designer jeans, white
pullover, and sandals, emerged from the back seat. She wasn’t kicking and screaming,
but she might as well have been.

The time was August 1980, the first evening of the Music and Fine Arts Camp for
co-ed 12 to 14 year-olds that Cora Skipsey and I were co-directing.

Stella’s response to my cheerful chatter as we carted her bedroll and suitcase to
her cabin elicited a few mumbles; and my request that she change to runners met with a
look-to-kill. “Let’s go up to the Field and meet the others,” I suggested. She shrugged,
but followed along.

Shrieks and laughter fell on our ears as we walked the forest trail toward the
Field We stepped into the clearing, and there they were — sweaty T-shirted teenagers,
tearing up and down the Field, trying to “Steal the Flag” without getting caught. Cora’s
warm welcome and invitation to Stella to join-in was met with a curt, “No, thanks!”
Stella preferred to stand at the edge, scowling at the unsophisticated spectacle before her.

An eventful week passed, and the final morning of camp arrived. Cora and I had
Just checked out Cabin 12 and were returning to Directors via the Jingle Pot trail when
we noticed three girls, arms entwined, walking towards us. The middle girl was crying,
and the other two seemed to be consoling her. Who is it and what’s the matter? we
wondered. No clues in their dress, for by now, all the campers’ garb looked much the
same — rumpled and pleading for the washing machine.

When we got closer, Cora said, “It’s Stella crying!”

“What’s the problem, Girls?” I asked as we came abreast.

“Stella doesn’t want to go home ...,” her new friends replied.

Mae Pagdin
March 11, 2008
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PAM BROWN REMEMBERS

I first went to Moorecroft when [ was seven years old. I went to a week long Jr. Girls
camp. My mother was a leader and my aunt was the camp nurse. My oldest cousin was a
camper but her sister and myself were too young to be campers. What I remember about
that week was sleeping in a canvas tent like a tepee, being bitten to death by mosquitoes,
dressing up in costumes for dinner, singing after meals and at the campfire and tuck of
course!

I was happy to return to Moorecroft when we moved to the Island in 1965. That
September I joined CGIT and the following spring I attended my first CGIT weekend
camp. That was the highlight of the CGIT year. Telling ghost stories from your bunk at
night while snuggling down in your sleeping bag to keep warm in those windowless
cabins. It was great to be on an adventure away from home! The other great things about
the weekends though were the comaraderies that were formed as you planned a skit for
the evenings around campfire or in Kennedy Lodge; or planned a vesper service for that
most favoured spot, Vesper Point. Singing in the dining hall and later in the evening,
making crafts and participating in a game were all important parts of the weekend.
Another highlight was sending out boats with candles that we had made into the bay with
a note on them. This was an annual tradition. At the end of the church service on Sunday
we would get in two circles and sing “May the Road Rise to Meet You” to the person in
the circle opposite you while holding hands and looking them straight in the eye. One of
the circles would move. You would sing this song until you had sung it to everyone in the
other circle. There was never a dry eye when it was finished. I am sure that every girl
went home from that camp feeling that they had had a very special time and that they felt
different than before they had went. There was always a time for self reflection while
there or for a small group to spend time just talking. Many campers and leaders would go
for a beach walk or to Vesper Point for some quiet time.

I was to got to Moorecroft another 7 times as a leader. I missed one year as a daughter
was born during CGIT camp weekend! These weekends were even more special as I got
older. The weekend camps were a time for the leaders to have some fun together or time
to get to know each other better. Much planning for the weekend, for the activities and
much learning from each other went on there.

I also led a group at a Junior Girls camp one summer and took all of my girls, none of
whom were old enough for camp yet. The next summer I led the Junior Girls camp. It
was great fun to give over a hundred young people an opportunity to enjoy the great
outdoors and to learn about the Christian message at the same time. What a setting to do
that!

Moorecroft is such a special place. I am sure that there is nowhere in the world quite
like it. I think of that property often. It brings me inner joy and peace to think of it. I
believe that it has given so many people so much pleasure. It is a place like that that
makes one happy to be in Gods world.

When I was in Grade 11, my CGIT group helped the cook in the kitchen for the
weekend. The cook was Annie Clarke, a member of Brechin United Church who has
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since died. I would like to share her bun recipe with everyone that I learned from her and
which I still make.

1 T. of yeast 1 tspofsugar 1 % c. lukewarm water
Sprinkle the yeast and sugar into the water. Cover and let sit 10 minutes

4 c. lukewarm water 1 c. vegetable oil 2 eggs
Add the yeast mixture to this when ready.

12 c. of flour % c. of sugar handful of salt

Mix together in a bowl or roasting pan. Add the liquid now. You have to knead it abit
now. Add more flour if necessary so it doesn’t stick. They say you need more flour if it is
damp weather and that seems to be the case!

Grease bowl] (or roasting pan) and let rise for two hours in a reasonable warm place.
Punch down and let rise for another hour. Make into buns and put on greased baking
sheets. Let rise another hour before baking at 400 degrees F. for about 15 minutes (or
until golden brown).

To make into buns, break off a piece of dough that would fit into the cup of your hand.
Flour a board and roll the ball into the flour. Then place the dough into you hand and turn
the dough while taking the outside of the ball and pressing it into the middle. This kneads
the dough and makes it into a nice shape.

You can also make cinnamon buns with this recipe. You can use all of the dough or say
half of it for cinnamon buns if you like. Just roll out into a circle the dough you want to
use for cinnamon buns then brush with butter and sprinkle with brown sugar and
cinnamon. You can add what you want after that — raisins or currents, pine nuts, other
nuts, coconut. Then roll out lengthwise. Cut slices off about one inch thick. Place circles
flat side down on greased cookie sheets, let rise another hour and bake at 400 degrees F.

Pam Brown
March 17 2008
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GLEN KAWAHARA REMEMBERS

For me, the memory that best represents what Moorecroft was all about when I was
there happened at Teen Camp one year.

At a Music Camp the previous year there was one camper who was very disruptive.
The camper was bigger than most campers and was somewhat of a bully. I can’t recall if
the camper was an overage camper for that camp.

The following year this camper was back but came to Teen Camp. When I saw the
camper it looked like the camper had last years swagger and attitude. The Teen Camp
started off the camp with an obstacle course. This camper had an excellent leader. I was
observing the race and was standing near the finish line of the course. The camper was
heading towards the finish line with their leader just ahead; the leader kept looking back
and I heard the camper say “I can’t make it!” The leader slowed up and said “Take my
hand and I’1l pull you through it.” The camper took his hand and they made it to the end.
The next day I saw the camper and I noticed a changed person, gone was their swagger
and attitude. I never saw the camper after that camp but I’ll always remember that
experience.

Glen Kawahara
March 2008

SAM
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SHANNON (HUFFMAN) ZIMMERMAN REMEMBERS

Moorecroft has been a part of my life for many, many years and God has used my experiences there to
bless and enrich both my life and the lives of others.

As an Explorer, member of CGIT, summer camper and participant at Work Camps, Moorecroft was an
important part of my life — many weekends were spent at camp and I have wonderful memories of
Morning Watches, campfires and Vespers, as well as crazy conversations long into the night ...

I was fortunate to be a Cookie Girl on staff during the summer of 1986 and it was there that I learned so
much about living as part of a larger community. Volunteering as a Cabin Leader and directing LIT
Camps gave me leadership experience that I have used both personally and professionally. Working at
Camp was an experience like none other — it taught me about acceptance, tolerance and patience! My
camp experiences have filled my life with wonderful and hilarious memories! If only the walls and
trails of Moorecroft could talk ...

I enjoy lifelong friendships (and an awesome sister-in-law) that were built at Moorecroft. Moorecroft
friends are connected in a very special way, sharing traditions and memories that time will not erase.

It was at Moorecroft thatI truly began to explore my faith. Sitting around the campfire or singing and
praying at Vesper Point, God spoke to me and I began to hear His voice. Ibegan to understand the
glory of creation and the power of God’s love. It was at Moorecroft that I committed my life to Christ.
As a young adult, I did not walk with the Lord and Moorecroft became a part of my past. Thankfully,
the commitment that I had made earlier in my life was strong and God used my life experiences to
bring me back to Him ... and to Moorecroft, as well.

Moorecroft is a Mission Field. Through the camp experience, there is an opportunity to minister to
children, youth and adults. Moorecroft is a place to explore one’s self, one’s faith and one’s
relationships with others. Moorecroft is a place to be still and experience the voice of God.

In recent years, I have had the blessing of returning to Moorecroft with my dear friend, my Mum, to
share in and co-direct Craft Retreats. Being with multi-generations of women has been uplifting and I
have been encouraged. Moorecroft is a place that crosses multigenerational boundaries — it brings
people together whose paths might not have otherwise crossed. Spending time with these wonderful
friends doing the crafts we love sets the stage for stories to be shared, lessons to be passed along and
our faith in God to be strengthened.

Walking through the trees, trails and along the shoreline at Moorecroft, I am reminded of so many
people, lessons and memories. Moorecroft is a blessing in my life and it is my prayer that it continues
to be this for people for many generations to come.

Shannon Zimmerman
March 2008
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LINDA BALDWIN REMEMBERS

When Kevin Johnstone was very ill with cancer, I noticed many of his Moorecroft
friends at the palliative care ward at the hospital. They would sit with Kev, sometimes all
night, make meals for the family and support them in any way they could. The
friendships that are made at Moorecroft form such strong bonds, and continue through the
years.

Vesper Point held a special place in Kevin’s heart, and I was fortunate to walk with
Kevin and his mother to Vesper Point at a Moorecroft Souper Supper four years ago.

Kevins’s Memorial Service at Moorecroft was an evening I’ll never forget. It was a fun
time when we celebrated his life with skits and rousing campfire songs. The evening
ended at Vesper Point with prayers for Kevin, with family and friends cuddling together
in the wind and the rain.

Linda Baldwin
March , 2008

KARL KORVEN REMEMBERS

One year [ had someone from Korea in my cabin, that was a great experience. Helping
kids build their boats for float out (that was a memory). Getting to work with my cousin
one summer at Moorecroft, her name is Michele Korven (that is a memory). The
Medieval Theme at Junior Co-ed was fun, we got to see a Medieval dance and the kids
got to participate too.

Karl Korven
February, 2008

GWEN JOHNSTON REMEMBERS

Bunks in the craft hut-we slept on the floor on some kind of mattresses.

Lots of camp songs.

Swimming at the waterfront and playing around down by the waterfront.
Wandering around the lovely trails explaining wild flowers and plants to the kids.
I was a great hiker and lover of the outdoors and adventuring

Gwen Johnston
March 2008
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MARILYN HUFFMAN REMEMBERS

My first association with Moorecroft would have been back in the early 80’s when our
daughter was in CGIT attending the weekend camps and I attended during my brief stint
as a CGIT Leader. We were a very close knit group and it was truly a wonderful
experience. A year or two after that our young people began attending the Youth Retreats
there and we all attended the Work Weekends and Work Parties where many wonderful
and long lasting friendships began. I remember working in the kitchen for some of the
Youth Retreats and enjoyed watching the transformation of many young people over the
next few years. Our children all worked at the camp, one of them for about four summers,
and we give credit to the many wonderful people who helped mould them into the caring
leaders they have become. I think that Moorecroft has played a large part in the lives of
many young people who have spent time there and are contributing so much to many
people and the communities they now live in. -

The dedication of so many people that I saw when I was on the Camp Committee has
given me a great insight into the value of volunteers and I cherish the friendships I have
made over the years with folks from all over the Island. I became involved with the
Board of Directors in 2003 and while no longer on the Board, continue to enjoy
involvement with the camp as a volunteer when I can help out and again, have witnessed
much dedication and determination from a wonderful group of people.

Moorecroft is a magical place where I feel [ am “Re-created” eachtime I go
there...the waves lapping on the shore, seals popping up in the bay; eagles flying
overhead, deer passing through on the green, the quiet of the early momings and the
laughter and tears of friends during times of sharing.

I remember Mrs. K. beloved by all, whose expectations of staff were high and she
loved them twice as much! I remember Stranger and how he welcomed everyone to
camp, and rabbits that hopped by just out of reach of Jacoba and Glens dog, driving him
wild. I remember cutting pies for “Souper Supper” and enjoying great visits while we did
it, and the fun of watching the many talented ladies at Craft Retreats as well as the great
walks we have. [ remember helping build cabins 1 and 2; cleaning out the laundry room
and under the caretakers house; helping to paint the dining hall.

I have so many more wonderful memories of people and events but I think the memory
that tops them all was seeing a young person brought to camp much against their will and
making it very clear that they didn’t want to be there. Through acceptance and the caring
of campers and leaders over the week this young person bloomed into a very active and
willing participant who returmed home with every intention of returning the next year. To
me, this is what Moorecroft is all about.

Marilyn Huffman
March 31 2008
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JENN (BARKER) AND AYDEN WRIGHT REMEMBER

...the splash house troughs-who HASN’T had the opportunity to brush their teeth

while somebody elses spit floats by?!?

...Vespers Point — seals, sunsets, and a sense of peace (also my “Happy Place” during
labour!)

...campfire - silly songs (which are used EVERDAY as a teacher and as parents), crazy
skits, I hate white rabbits”.

...waterfront — cold swim tests (especially when I was the guard out on the paddleboard),
snorkelling (like swimming in our fish tank), water regattas (anybody else remember
being a part of the “Minnows” in 19917?), overnight trips, a hovercraft rescue.

..dining hall — dip’n’flip, the bell (always fun to ring), the walk — in cooler (a great
place to blow off some emotional steam, “lmit 1, purl 2”, singing grace (this is done
every day in our house — Aydens favourite is “Super Jesus™.

...chapel —a place to truly connect with God.

.. the blue van and the big blue bus.....Morning Watch — sunrises.

...craft hut — [ still remember my candle made out of a moon snail shell.

....trolley — scary to guard, but fun to ride!

...May Long Weekend Work Weekend — lots of work, tonnes of family fun.
....full camp games.....float outs.

...Mrs. K. — How DID she know everything that was going on?!?

...the nasty sandwiches I got on our out — trips to Rathtrevor Beach during Junior Girls
camps I couldn’t eat the peanut butter ones, so I got these interesting mixtures each year.
I buried them in the sand. They might still be there.

...anyone remember the infamous “Kitchen Song”?

1 by 1 we’re having some fun, in the kitchen, all day and all of the night.

2 by 2 we’ve dishes to do, in the kitchen...

3 by 3 it ain’t for free...

4 by 4 we mop the floor...

5 by 5 we’re more dead than alive. ..

6 by 6 we’ve meals to fix...

7 by 7 this ain’t no heaven...

8 by 8 we broke a plate...

9 by 9 the meals are fine...

10 by 10 we’ll do it again...

....bonding over dishes....the old dishwasher system - how many people perfected the
behind the back swinging of the baskets.

...working our tails off and loving it.... .life — long friends.

...finally not feeling like a freak among my age — peers because of my faith.

...finding our soul — mates.

Submitted by Jenn and Ayden Wright

May 2008
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TAYLOR REMEMBERS

My name is Taylor. I love Moorecroft because it is a great place to meet new people! I love the leaders
there they are always so cheerful. The activities are always fun and unexpected. The one thing I like best
is vespers point where we watch the waves sway back and forth while communicating with God. This is a
marvellous place and I don’t think anybody can take it away from us!!

Taylor Latta-Grimes
February 2008
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CHAPTER 7

MOORECROFT IN PICTURES

Do

You

Remember

When 7??
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MOORECROFT CAMP 1940

The pictures on the following two pages have been sent in by Marion (Sugden) Corbett who attended Moorecroft in
August, 1940 as a camper and continues to take an interest in the camp. Marion has labelled the pictures as follows:

First page, left side going down: Play Stage- we put on dramatization of “Good King Wenceslas” for Christmas in July;
Staff cottage?; my cabin mates; Staff of 1940: Miss Gertrude Moore 3 from left in back (nickname Dinty); 4 Jr. Counsell-ors
in back; my camp counsellor in front on right, ? Mellish.

Right side going down: Jean Rennie on right; Wallace on left; Main gathering place; My Counsellor Miss Mellish;
my cabin members Lois Kennedy then me on the right.

Second page, left side going down: Campfire spot; my counsellor Mellish (?); un-named building (could this be the present
day craft hut ?)

Right side going down: Marion Sugden Corbett in attire for campfire — headband denoted cabin; Jinglepot swimming platform;
outdoor Chapel; Bottom picture un-named.
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MOORECROFT CAMP 1953

Top: Centre, Gertrude Moore in front of her (or staff?) house. Bottom, Vesper Point in 2006.




JUNIOR GIRLS CAMP 1961

Top: Leader, Dorothy (Mallet) Atkinson
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JUNIOR GIRLS CAMP 1961
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OUT-TRIP PROBABLY MID 1970°S




SUMMER 1964

Top L: Emie Jackson and Grant Hooper. Top R: Cabin 8 Junior Girls. Bottom: Gwen Johnston, Explorer Leader and Moorecroft Camp Secretary
formany years

AUG 1964
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Eaand Mrs. Beverlev Falconer



CGIT WEEKEND CAMP 1981

Top: “Toby” Margaret Attwell. Bottom: Doing crafts in Kennedy Lodge.
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CGGIT WEEKEND CAMP

Top: L-R Leader Pam Atkinson-Brown, Patti Ryan, Michelle Norman, Heather McDonald.
Bottom: Pam Atkinson-Brown and Dorothy Atkinson in June 2006

7y e




al dress

ey in o

N

i Skip

er Camp. Cor

[HA

MAY 1983
Fxplor

Bottony:

abin Construction.

Top: C




EXPLORERS CAMP 1983

Top:Vesper Point

INTERMEDIATE GIRLS CAMP LEADERS 1983 (botom)
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¢ JUNIOR GIRLS CAMP 1984

Top: Group photo. Bottom: “The Huron Carol”




SUMMER 1984

Top: Leaders, camp unknown. Bottom: Boys Camp




Top: STAFF ‘84 L-R BALK, CORINNE SKIPseHs 3, BRIALSPENCER  Tack Keen
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SUMMER 1987

.K and boys doing puzzle.

Mrs

campdog overseeing games. Bottom:

»
>

Top: “Stranger
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DAVE STRINGER

The picture and dedication plaque hang in the dining hall-Stringer Hall

Stringer Hall

Dedicated to the Glory of God
And to the memory of
David. J. Stringer
July 2, 1988
By Rev. L.C. Hooper
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SUMMER 1989

Top: Staff, Back L-R: Tanya Walter Gardiner, Guy Dubois, Grant Huffman, Louisa Fawdry, Brian Spencer, Doug David, Tricia (Abbott) Huffinan,
Front: Paul Eck, Noreen (Meggitt) Keen. Bottom: Boys Camp Out Trip.
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k Weekend. Bottom: The new volleyball court.

SUMMER 1989

, possibly at Wor!

Top: Lunchtime




BOYS CAMP 1990

Top: Staff: Jenn (Barker) Wright back L, Dana Walter-Gardiner center B,
Heather Harper back R; Paul Eck (almost hidden) second from right middle row;
Gary Imeson front. Bottom picture: Leader Ayden Wright.
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JUNIOR BOYS CAMP 1993

Top: Chow Time. Bottom: Trying out the boats!




FAMILY CAMP 1994

Top: Soccer at the Playing Field. Bottom: On the Zipline.
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SUMMER 1992 OR 1994

Top: On the Range. Bottom: Steady now....




SOUPER SUPPER 2001

Recognition for many faithful years of service to the camp.
Top: Skipsey family L-R. Cora, Art, Corinne, Joe. Bottom: L-R. Ian Potts, Myrtle and Ed Spencer;, presenter Marv Fowler.




CATHERINE KENNEDY

Moorecroft Camp Caretaker June 23, 1971 — November 4, 1988

“ Mrs K.” in her retirement years enjoying her orchard in Osoyoos




MOORECROFT LOGOS

Top: 1980’s. Bottom: 1980°s-1990’s.
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MOORECROFT LOGOS

Top: 1990°s-2000’s. Bottom: 2005.
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MOORECROFT LOGOS

Top: 2000’s: Bottom: Entrance to Camp.
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Created by Margaret Adams
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MOORECROFT CARDS

Created by Margaret Adams
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MOORECROFT CARDS

Created by Margaret Adams
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MOORECROFT CARDS

Created by Margaret Adams
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CREDITS

The following people have taken, and /or sent pictures to myself, or to Moorecroft Camp in the past, and
the camp has kindly given permission to use them.

Dorothy Atkinson, Pam Atkinson-Brown, Marion Corbett, Jean Dingsdale, Bev Falconer, Marv Fowler,
Gwen Johnston, Ian Potts, Jim Scantland, Molly Stringer, and Kerri Talbot. A number of pictures have
come from my own files.

Margaret Adams, for permission to copy her photo cards.

Mpyrtle Spencer for supplying the “ Out West Oyster Chowder” recipe

Parksville-Qualicum Beach News.

Moorecroft Camp Society Board of Directors for extensive use of the Moorecroft files.

END NOTES

There is so much more that could be included in a book about Moorecroft and this has been a most
interesting experience for me, during which time I have learned much more about Moorecroft. Once again
I would like to say what an inspiration the late Joe Wallace was to me, as were many other people on the
Camp Committee when I first became involved on the committee in the 1990’s. It was my privilege to
work on the Visioning Committee with Rev. Oliver Howard during that time and I am grateful that he was
able to contribute to the memories portion of this book before he passed away in February of this year.

Many people talk about the wonderful friendships, and relationships that are formed at camp and I
have appreciated so many of those myself. It is wonderful to go to Presbytery wide events and see many
of these people and especially to attend “Souper Supper” and see folks that we seldom see in between.

Until we have been there, we have no idea the many hours of work that go into the administration of
the camp as a volunteer and I cannot say enough about the dedicated people who volunteer in Board
positions and as staff and volunteers in all the other positions at camp. They all deserve out full support.

HAPPY CAMPING!

Marilyn Huffman
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“The Heart of Moorecroft
where campers and’
visitors alike go to enjoy
the beauty of God'’s
creation, for spiritual
renewal, and “re-creation
of the heart and soul’






