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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF NANAIMO 
 

AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
FRIDAY, JULY 3, 2015 

1:00 PM 
 

(RDN Board Chambers) 
 

A G E N D A 
 

PAGES 
 
 CALL TO ORDER 
  

MINUTES 
 
2-3  Minutes of the Agricultural Advisory Committee meeting held Friday March 27, 2015. 
 
 BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
 COMMUNICATIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 
 
4-5 Derek Sturko, Ministry of Agriculture, re Regulatory Amendments Affecting the 

Production of Medical Marijuana on Agriculture Land Reserve. 
 
 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
 REPORTS 
 

6-26 ALR Application No. PL2015-057– Wild – 640 Grovehill Road, Electoral Area ‘H’. 
 
  Ministry of Agriculture, Agricultural Land Use Inventory and Agricultural Water Demand 

Model (Verbal Report).   
 
  Bylaw and Policy Update Project – Current Status (Verbal Report). 
 
   

ADDENDUM 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM DELGATIONS OR COMMUNICATIONS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
 ADJOURNMENT 



 



REGIONAL DISTRICT OF NANAIMO 
 

MINUTES OF THE AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2015 AT 1:00 PM 

IN THE RDN COMMITTEE ROOM 
 

Present: 
 

Director H. Houle  Chairperson 
Director C. Haime  District of Lantzville 
K. Wilson  Representative (South) 
M. Ryn  Representative (South) 
C. Watson  Representative (North) 
R. Thompson  Representative (North) 
J. Thony  Regional Agricultural Organization 
K. Reid  Regional Aquaculture Organization 
W. Haddow  Regional Agrologist, Ministry of Agriculture 
 

 
Also in Attendance:  
 

W. Haddow  Regional Agrologist, Ministry of Agriculture 
G. Garbutt  General Manager of Strategic and Community 

Development 
P. Thompson  Manager of Long Range Planning 
J. Holm  Manager of Current Planning 
G. Keller   Senior Planner 
N. Hewitt  Recording Secretary 
 

Regrets: 
Director J. Fell  Electoral Area F 
J. McLeod  Regional Agricultural Organization 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Houle called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m.  
 
MINUTES 
 
Minutes of the Agricultural Advisory Committee meeting held Friday January 23, 2015. 
 
MOVED M. Ryn, SECONDED K. Reid, that the minutes of the Agricultural Advisory Committee meeting 
held Friday January 23, 2015 be adopted. 

CARRIED 
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Agricultural Advisory Committee 
March 27, 2015 

Page 2 
 

COMMUNICATIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Ministry of Agriculture, Minister Norm Letnick, re, Review of Section 11.1 of the Livestock Act. 

 
J. Holm provided a verbal update on the correspondence sent from the Regional District of Nanaimo to 
the Ministry of Agriculture.   
 
MOVED M. Ryn, SECONDED K. Reid, that the correspondence from the Ministry of Agriculture regarding 
the review of Section 11.1 of the Livestock Act be received. 

CARRIED 
REPORTS 
 

ALR Application No. PL2014-013 – Paravicini – 531, 533, and 539 Parker Road West, Electoral Area ‘G’. 
 
MOVED M. Ryn, SECONDED K. Wilson, that Application No. PL2014-013 for subdivision in the ALR be 
forwarded to the Agricultural Land Commission with no recommendation from the Agricultural Advisory 
Committee. 

CARRIED 
Bylaw and Policy Update Project – Current Status. 
 
There was no motion. 
 
Agriculture Advisory Committee Workshop. 
 
M. Ryn provided a verbal overview of the Agriculture Advisory Committee Workshop.  
 
Upcoming meeting with Agricultural Land Commission – Wednesday April 22, 2015 from 1-4pm.   
 
G. Keller provided a verbal overview of the meeting scheduled with the Agricultural Land Commission on 
April 22, 2015.  
 
Dogs at Large. 
 
G. Garbutt provided a Board direction from February 24, 2015, to prepare bylaw amendments with 
regards to Dogs at Large in Electoral Area ‘F’. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED M. Ryn, SECONDED K. Reid, that this meeting be adjourned.  

CARRIED 
Time 2:08 pm  
 
 
 
 
       
CHAIRPERSON 
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Ref: 182047
File No.: 0280-20

May 7, 2015

Paul Thorkelsson
Chief Administrative Officer
Regional District of Nanaimo
6300 Hammond Bay Road
Nanaimo BC V9T 6N2

Dear Paul Thorkelsson,

CAO
RDN CAO'S OFFICE

GM R&P
GMS&CD GM T&SW
GM R&CIJ DF

MAY 1 '7.015

DCS BOARD
CHAIR

Re: Regulatory Amendments Affecting the Production of Medical Marijuana on Agriculture Land
Reserve

As you may already be aware, on May 7, 2015, the Province announced two items relating to the
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR):

The first item is an amendment of the Agricultural Land Reserve Use, Subdivision and Procedure
Regulation (171/2002) under the Agricultural Land Commission Act, (the Regulation). The Regulation
now explicitly identifies medical marijuana as a farm use in the ALR which local governments can
regulate, but not prohibit.

The second item is a new BC Minister's Bylaw Standard for medical marihuana production facilities
(MMPF) located in the ALR and licensed by Health Canada under its Marihuana for Medical Purposes
Regulations. Bylaw Standards approved by the Minister and their specific criteria are a part of the
Ministry's 'Guide for Bylaw Development in Farming Areas' which can be found on the Ministry's
website at www.gov.bc.ca/agri. A discussion paper that provides further information and a description of
the consultation process is also available on the website.

These two items are consistent with the Agricultural Land Commission's (ALC) January 2014 Medical
Marihuana Production the Agricultural Land Reserve Information Bulletin20I which states that the
farming of medical marijuana in the ALR is considered by the ALC as a 'fain' use', and the June 24, 2014
Provincial announcement202 which advises that local governments should not prohibit medical marijuana
production in the ALR and that for tax purposes, the BC Assessment Authority will not provide a MMPF
with farm classification.

Some local government bylaw provisions for MMPFs may be inconsistent with the updated ALC
Regulation and/or Minister's Bylaw Standard criteria regarding MMPFs in the ALR. To detei wine
whether or not they are consistent, the Province's expectation is that local governments will review, and
as necessary, amend their bylaws in order to achieve consistency by early fall of this year. I acknowledge

201
http://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/alc/DownloadAsset?assetld=28F687FC8AB640CFB33D46FB3F1B30EC

202 
http://www.newsroom.gov.bc.ca/2014/06/bc-preserves-local-governments-tax-reven ues-from-medica I-ma rijua na-

growers.html)

Ministry of Agriculture Office of the Deputy Minister Mailing Address:
PO Box 9120 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria BC V8W 9B4
Telephone: 250 356-1800
Facsimile: 250 356-8392

Location:
FI, 808 Douglas St

Web Address: http://gov.bc.ca/agri/
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the resources required to amend local government bylaws but I would appreciate your participation in this
endeavor.

For those local governments that do not intend to make amendments to inconsistent bylaw provisions, or
who are considering implementing a bylaw prohibiting medical marijuana, I would advise that they seek
legal counsel, as enacting such a bylaw may give rise to a constitutional challenge as frustrating a lawful
initiative of the federal government and such a bylaw may have no force and effect under section 46(4) of
the Agricultural Land Commission Act.

Please contact your local Regional Agrologist, or contact the following number if you have any other
questions on this topic or other Planning for Agriculture matters.

South Coast and Vancouver Island:
• Agri.South.Coast@gov.bc.ca
• 1-888-221-7141

Regards,

Derek Sturko
Deputy Minister
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Local Government Report  2015 
 

 

Local Government Report 
under the Agricultural Land Reserve 

Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulation 

RDN No. File No. PL2015-057 
 

Fee Receipt No. 2015-07081  

Fee Amount $600.00  

Information supplied by:  ALR Base Map No. 92F.038.3.1  

Regional District of Nanaimo 
   

 

Local Government  
   

In respect of the application of:    

John William Wild, Allan Wild, and Joan Carol Wild     
Name of Applicant  

 

PLANS and BYLAWS (Attach relevant sections of bylaws) 

Community Plan or Rural Land Use Bylaw name and designation:  

“Regional District of Nanaimo Electoral Area ‘H’ Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1335, 2003” 
Designation: Resource 

Zoning Bylaw name and designation: “Regional District of Nanaimo Land Use and Subdivision Bylaw No. 500, 1987” 
Designation: Rural 1 (RU1), Subdivision District ‘B’ 

Minimum Lot Size: Subdivision  District ‘B’: 8.0 ha 

Uses permitted & 
Maximum Density: 

Rural 1 - Permitted Uses: Agriculture, Aquaculture, Home Based Business, Produce Stand, Residential 
Use, Silviculture and Secondary Suite 
Rural 1 - Maximum Density: 1 dwelling unit permitted on a parcel 2.0 ha or less in size, 2 dwelling 
units permitted on a parcel greater than 2.0 ha in size. 
 

Are amendments to Plans or Bylaws required for the proposal to proceed? 

Plan  Yes  No Bylaw  Yes  No 

Is authorization under Sec. 25 (3) or 30 (4) of the Agricultural Land Commission Act required?   

 Yes (If yes, please attach resolution or documentation)  No 

COMMENTS and RECOMMENDATIONS (Include copies of resolutions) 

Board or Council: 
 
Standing Board resolution as per Policy B1.8: No resolution of support or opposition 
from the Regional Board of Directors. 

 

Electoral Area Director: 
On 16 Jun, I attended 640 Grovehill Rd to meet with the owners and discuss 
their application to the ALC to permit a second "stick" home to be built on the 
property.  Also in attendance were RDN staff and a member from the AAC. 
 
From this meeting it was clear to me that the land is in active farming and that 
the owners plan to continue to expand this agricultural operation.  The farm is 
run by a multi-generational family.  The existing house is not large enough to 
accommodate both generations so the parents are renting off-property forcing 
commutes and additional costs.   
 
Clearly, a second residence on the property would be in the interest of 
supporting agricultural work on the farm.  The core reason for the application 
is that the owners believe that a modest stick built home will be much cheaper 
to construct than purchasing a manufactured home.  They have done their 
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Local Government Report 2015 

research and the money saved is planned to go back into expanding their 
farming operation. 

This is about saving money.  The intent of the second home is directly inline 
with ALC policies of allowing a second residence to support farm workers.  I 
very strongly support this request.   

Agriculture Advisory Committee: 

Planning Staff: Angela Buick     Phone: (250) 390-6510   Email: abuick@rdn.bc.ca 

Background 
The subject property can be legally described as  LOT 9 (DD 51005N), District lot 90, Newcastle District, Plan 
1874, Except Part in Plan VIP52920 AND Plan VIP73941 and the civic address is 640 Grovehill Road (as shown on 
Attachment 1). The property is approximately 29.2 ha in size and is not currently connected to community water 
or community sewer.  

There is an existing dwelling unit and various agricultural buildings currently on the subject property (as shown 
on Attachment 2). The applicants are applying for a non-farm use approval to construct a second permanent 
dwelling unit for one of the owners.  

Land Use 
The parcel is zoned Rural 1 (RU1) pursuant to the “Regional District of Nanaimo Land Use and Subdivision Bylaw 
No. 500, 1987” (Attachment 3). The Rural 1 zone permits a second dwelling unit on the subject parcel as the 
area is greater than 2.0 ha in size. This proposal is consistent with the RU1 zoning. 

Development Permit Areas 
The parcel is currently designated within the Highway Corridor & Fish Habitat Protection, Development Permit 
Areas (DPA) pursuant to the “Regional District of Nanaimo Electoral Area ‘H’ Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 
1335, 2003” (Attachment 4). If the Agricultural Land Commission grants the non-farm use for the second 
dwelling unit, the applicant will be required to obtain all applicable Development Permits prior to issuance of 
the Building Permit. 

Official Community Plan Designation 
The subject property is designated ‘Resource’ pursuant to the “Regional District of Nanaimo Electoral Area ‘H’ 
Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1335, 2003”, which contains a policy stating that the regulations and policies 
of the Agriculture Land Commission apply (see Attachment 5 for Official Community Plan policies). 

Regional Growth Strategy 
The subject property is designated ‘Resource Lands and Open Space’ pursuant to the “Regional District of 
Nanaimo Regional Growth Strategy Bylaw No. 1615, 2011” (see Attachment 6 for Regional Growth Strategy 
policies). 

  
               June 23, 2015 

Signature of Responsible Local Government Officer Date 
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Attachment 1 
Subject Property 
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Attachment 2 

Subject Property - Air Photo 
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Attachment 3 

Rural 1 (RU1) Zoning 
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Attachment 4 

Area ‘H’ OCP - Development Permit Areas 
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Attachment 5 

Area ‘H’ OCP - Land Use Designation “Resource” 
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Attachment 6 
Regional Growth Strategy - ‘Resource Lands and Open Space’ 
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Attachment 7 
Regional Growth Strategy Goal 7 – Enhance Economic Resiliency - Agriculture 
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Attachment 8 
Regional Growth Strategy Goal 8 – Food Security 

(Page 1 of 4) 
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Regional Growth Strategy Goal 8 – Food Security 
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Regional Growth Strategy Goal 8 – Food Security 
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Regional Growth Strategy Goal 8 – Food Security 
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